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TO THE READER. 



BEATt READER, 

Permit a well-wisher to vonrprese)it 
and future happiness, to call your attention to 
a subject of the greatest importance. You 
possess an immortal soul; and whatever bt 
yotir age, circumstances, or prospects, you 
must shortly exchange this world for another. 
You may now be favoured with health of body^ 
and cheerfulness of mind; you may be sur* 
rounded with every thing pleasant here, and 
be looking forward to long life; but remem^ 
ber, you must die, and, after death, you must *^'^ 
appear before tj^e solemn tribunal of the 
Judge of the whole earth. It is of infinite 
consequence, therefore, that you seek his fa- 
xour, that you may be found of him in peace. 
1 have written the following little Work with 
a view to excite enquiry as to this great ob" 
ject. It is by no means designed to make you 
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dissatisfied with humMn life ; but that you may 
estimate it in a proper manner, and feel the 
importanceof being prepared for a better state. 
That the perusal of it may be the m^ns of 
promoting these ends, is the earnest prayer of 
the Author, 

C. B. 
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Now, reader, if this has been your case ; if 
you have been thus deceived, and lived hitherto 
without consideration — for a few moments attend 
to the voice of Instruction. Come, and let us 
ask a few important questions in relation to our 
present and future state : and may it, under the 
Divine blessing, excite us to seek wisdom ii*om 
above, and to pass the time of our sojourning 
here in fear. Our first enquiry then shall be 
as to 

HUMAN LIFE. 

WHA T is it ? Is it jstationary ? b it substantial ? 
Is it of long tiuration ? Is it at our command, 
and at our control ? Can we live as long as we 
please ? Can we even say, to-morrow is our's ; 
or can we tell what a day will bring forth ? Alas ! 
no. Ask then, zvkat is it?^ Is it not " a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little while, and then va- 
nisheth away ?"* And what strength is there 
in a vapour ; who can grasp a vapour ? How 
M'eak, how uncertain, how fleeting is it ? Who 



* James iv. 14. 



would ever think of trusting to that which so 
so6n expires ? who "would ever think of building 
his happiness on that which is precarious, and . 
must soon pass away? Again, what is it 9 Is 
it not Hke the withering grass and the fading 
flower? Hear the Scripture, " As for man his 
days are as grass,; as the flower of the field ao 
he flourisheth . For the wind passeth (»ver it and 
it is gone, and die place thereof shall know it no 
more."* And who would place all his depend- 
ance on such frail objects as these ? who would 
gaze perpetually on the most beautiful flower 
that most shortly fade? Again: what is it? Is 
it not a dream ?f How confused, how vain, how 
empty ! Look back on your past life, and ask, 
whe&er it does not appear to you as a dream ? 
How transient has it been! And how trifling 
said unimportant the scenes in which you have 
been engaged! What is it? Is it not like the 
swift sailing vessel ? % Besides its rapid motion^ 
considei* too how often it is exposed to danger ; 
how frequently visited with the storm ; how little 
at the command of mortals when the winds and 



♦Ps.ciill6. t Job XX. 8. tlbid.ix.26. 
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the waves beat upon it! And should you like 
always to be tossed with tempest? Is it pleasant 
to be always in danger ? Or^ is the troubled 
sea your delight? Again, what h it? Is it not 
as a tale that is told?* Yes, reader; human 
life has been a sorrowful tale to many. Sin has 
embittered it with a thousand evils. It has been 
a mournful story, and the end has been worse 
than the beginning. It is a tale too that is soon 
told ; " for man that is born of a woman is but 
of few days, and fidl of trouble.*'+ And have 
you ever thought what will be told of you? 
Shall it be said that you lived and died without 
repentance ? Dreadful thought ! if this be all 
that your smvivors shall be able to inscribe on 
your tomb. O that you may be wise, and seek 
the favour of him, whose grace alone can render 
life pleasant and death welcome. Again, what is 
it? Is it a large portion of time ? Are centuries 
allotted for man's existence ? No : ^' The days 
of our years are threescore years and ten, and 
if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, 
yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for 



♦ Psa. xc. 9. t J<>b ^v. 1. 



it is soon cut off, and we fly away."* Nay, 
it is compared to a week, a day, a span, a sleep, 
a hand-breadth, a watch in die night. We need 
not then waste the few moments we have. We 
need not laboriously exert ourselves in trying to 
abridge human life. Is it too long for us, that 
-nro oAu \A\t* «o mii/»li nf it away f Is it so dull, 
that we can willingly give up great part of ii lo 
unnecessary sleep ; to vain conversation, to un- 
lawful pleasures? Reader, remember how con- 
tracted it is already ; and what a solemn com- 
mand is given to '' redeem the time:"t ^^^ 
what is it? It is a valuable treasure to be re- 
deemed. What is gone indeed cannot be re- 
called, but what is to come may be improved. 
Who can tell what depends on a single moment! 
" By the enjoyment of God, every moment' 
may be rendered more valuable than the whole 
earth.^ But if it be mispent ; if it be devoted 
to the service of sin and satan ; if it be lavished 
on the vanities of time and sense ; if by wicked 
devices it be murdered in this world, it will rise 
up ag^nst us in the next ? O the folly of en- 

* Psa. xc» 10. t Eph. v. 16. 

B 3 



deavouring to lose that which is so precious ; of 
killing that which is of such importance! O 
dear-bought pleasures, if they rob rae of my 
time; ill-purchased enjoyments, if my moments 
are passing away to testify my neglect, my in- 
dolence, my guilt, at the bar of God ! "What 
will it profit me, if 1 gai» ^^ 'wkoio world, mux 
lose my own soul ?''* 

Once more, let me put the question as to hu- 
man life : what is it ? Does it creep slowly on ; 
can nothing stay its course ; can none command 
the sun to stand still, nor stop the march of 
time? Alas! no: it is but one life, and that 
is running out with unimpeded rapidity. " My 
days," ^ said Job, " are swifter than a post ; they 
flee away ; they see no good ; they pass away 
as the eagle that hasteth to the prey. They 
are swif{^ than a weaver's shuttle, and are 
spent widiout hope. O remember that my life 
is wind, as the cloud is consumed, and vanishedi 
away."+ '^ The sun returns every day, but time 
never returns." O how very soon do the mo- 
ments complete the minutes ; the minutes the 

* Maik viii. 36 f Job \\. 26. Job tii. 6, 7. 9. 
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hour ; the hours the day ; the days the month ; 
the months the year ; and the years the Ufe ? 
Come then, reader, on the review of these an- 
swers to this important question ; kneel down 
before him who has thy life in his hand, and say, 
" Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, that I may know how frail 
I am. Behold thou hast made my days as an 
hand-breadth, and mine age as nothing before 
thee. Teach me to number my days that I 
may apply my heart unto wisdom."* 



^s 



Having now answered -the question as to 
human life, let us make some enquiiies as to 

HUMAN NATURE. 

AND what is human nature ? Is it pure, dig- 
Dified, and naturally virtuous, as some suppose F 
Alas J no, "Lo, this have I found, that God made 
man upright ; but they have sought out many 
inventions."t Man was created after the image 



* Psalm xxxix. 4, 6, & xc. 12. f Ecel. vii. 29. 
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of God ; a holy, happy, intelligent being. He 
had not only a literal paradise around him, but 
a moral paradise within hin>. His mind was 
illumined by the light of heaven. His will was 
conformed to the divine law, and his affections 
placed on the Supreme Good. This was his 
original righteousness ; but which, after all, as 
experience has proved, was mutable ; for how 
€Oon was this illustrious sun eclipsed, his glory 
sullied, and his excellency cast down to the 
ground! Sin entered into the world; degraded 
his powers, filled him with shame, tormented 
him with guilt, deprived him of his happiness, 
and exposed him to deatli I Hence, what an 
awful scene soon appeared. ^^ God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth.; 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.^** Adam, 
driven from paradise, carried his fallen, corrupt 
jjature with him ; hence, all his offspring became 
contaminated, and the world was filled with 
iniq&ity as fast as its population increased. 
Nor has his depravity been diminished by tlie 



♦ Gen. vi. 6. 
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succession of ages : maa remains the same 
now as ever ; and none can say, " I have made 
my heart clean; I am pure from my sin."* 
Some indeed are incUned to ^ink more h^hly 
of human nature ; and that it is not the innate 
depravity^ but the evil examples of others^ \)j 
which^we are injured. But let lis only attend 
to scripture, observation^ and experience, apd 
we shall find that man has nothing to glory in. 
'' Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? Not one. Behold I was shapen in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. That which is born of the flesh is flesh. 
We are by nature the children of wrath. For 
from within, out of the heart of man^ proceed 
evil thoughts^ adulteries, fornications, murders, 
Aefits, covetousness^ wickedness, deceit^ lasci- 
viousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, fool- 
ishness : all these evils come from within, and 
defile the man. The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked.*'+ Let 
these scrq^tnres sufiice to prove this humilia- 



♦Prov. xx.d. tJobxiv.4. Psa.!!. 5. Johniii. 6. 
Eph. ii.3. Mark vii. 21, 22. Jer. xvii. 9. 
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ting doctrine. Observation will furnish uswith 
many awful evidences of man's lost condition* 
From whence do all the calamities in the world 
arise; but from this corrupt fountain.^ From 
whence all our sighs^ our tears^ x>ur afBictipns^ 
our painS; our losses^ our disappointments, 
our miseries — but from this? How early in 
life, too, does this depravity begin to operate ? 
What aversion from good, and what a pro- 
pensity to evil, do we observe iu the rising 
generation? ^* Foolishness is said to be bound in 
the heart of a diild."* What do we see in the 
conduct of those of a larger growth i Do men 
naturally love God i do they seek his favour P ,d(y 
ihey abhor iniquity, and reverence the Divine 
name ? Alas ! on the contrary, do they not live 
in a state of rebellion against him, and work 
iniquity with all greediness? Do they not also 
rise up one against another I Are not envy, jea- 
lousy, ma%nity, constantly at work f Whence 
come wars and fightings among men, and the 
whole world convulsed by their animosities and 
broils? What are judges and counsellors, 

. • ProT. xxii. iSp 
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preachers and magistrates^ but as so many wit- 
nesses to these facts ? Every lock on our doors^ 
every bar on our gates^ every seal on our deeds^ 
every security we give or require^ all prove the 
same! Let us ask too our own experience. How 
do our imaginations rove : what a proneness to 
do what is forbidden ! How uneasy are we under 
restraints. How ready to listen to temptation. 
What a false colourii^ do we put upon objects. 
How sensual in our inclinations. How forward 
to complain^ if we cannot gratify our appetites. 
How much easier led by bad^ than by good ex^ 
amples. How ready to apologize for our sins^ 
or how desirous to extenuate them^ or cast the 
blame on others! What does all this shew^ 
but that we are corrupt. Let us not then at- 
tempt to hide ourselves from ourselves. Let 
us confess our transgressions to him who alone 
can forgive them^ and.be deeply humbled un-i 
der the consideration of our fallen state. Let 
us learn from hence^ also, how necessary it is 
that this nature be changed; ^^for except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.*'* Let us weep over our condition as 

* John ill. 3. 
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sinful creatures^ and look for pardon and peace 
through the merits of him who came into the 
vorld to save sinners. " His blood cleanseth U9 
from all sin.^* His grace can conquer all the 
rebellious passions of out nature^ and render us 
happy in this world^ and that which is to come. 
But, 

Let us now pass on to make some enquiries 
as to those things which are considered as form*- 
ing the highest enjoyments of human life. 



WEALTH. 

How much is wealth thought of and desired 
by the generality of mankind : but what is it ? 
Can it ensure happiness ? can it keep off pain ? 
ijan it remove anxiety ? Are the richest always 
the happiest ? have they no thorn in their pil- 
low ? are they '^strangers to solicitude? have 
they no wants? How often do anxiety and 
care, ambition and envy, arise in proportion to 

* 1 John i. 7. 
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the abundance of wealth men possess? What 
a snare has it often proved. How many on 
their dying beds may truly say, " this wealth has 
killed me : had I possessed less^ I should not 
have fallen a victim to intemperance. I should 
not }^2Lye been so exposed to the world : but 
here^ alas! I am ruined and undone, by the 
very blessings which should have rendered me 
more thankful to God, and useful to my fellow- 
creatures.? 

Our Saviour informs us, that "man's life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the- things he 
possesseth."* And the Psalmist says, " men 
of high degree are a lie.'' + We deceive our- 
selves, if we ima^neVhat wealth constitute^ 
felicity. External glare cannot produce, nor be 
a substitute for, internal quietude. The mind 
may amuse itself, by casting up the numbers ; 
and there may be^ doubtless^ a pleasure in ob- 
serving the sum total : but it is seldom such a 
pleasure that makes a man sit down and say, 
" I am contented ; 1 want no more ; I am truly 
happy." Hence Solomon observes, "he that 

* Luke xiL 16. f Psa. Ixii. 9. 
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loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver, nor 
he that loveth abundance with increase : this is 
also vanity. When goods increase, they are in* 
creased that eat them ; and what good is there 
to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of 
them with their eyes,",* 

And what after all indeed is it ? '* Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath/' f Death can- 
not be bribed ; and it is certain^ it cannot be 
rendered less terrific. by wealth, A crown of 
geld on a dying man's head cannot alleviate his 
pain^ nor remove his fears. Nay, the greater 
Ids possessions, the more unwilling is he to leave 
the world. Such a place too have they occu- 
pied in his affections; such infiiAence have they 
gained over his heart, that he has, perhaps, 
neglected the true riches* Thoii^h surrounded 
with every thing splendid here, he . has been 
morally poor; his wealth has engendered pride, 
conceit, oppression, a^d infidelity ; so that as he 
has been carried to his grave, survivors have 
had too much reason to exclaim, ^^ Lo, this is 
tfa«;man that made not God his strength ; but 

Eccl. V. 10, 11. t Prov, xi; 4. 






truste4 ^ the abupdance of his lichesy and 
stredgdiened himself ia his wickedness.'^^ 

It is true this cannot apply to all. Many on 
whom the Divine Being bath bountifully be- 
stowed the blessings of his providence/ have 
also been rich in faith ^nd heirs of the kingdom. 
Ti^y have disposed of their wealth in works of 
n^^essity and chanty : they have been a bles^g 
t9 their poor neighbours^ the chur^h^ and the 
country at large. Thus it has been consecrated 
to goo4 purposes^ ]Put how small the number 
of diese^ con^jpyared y^itlji the generality; and 
what a vehicle has wealth been for every kind of 
wicfcednesi^ :. and. let us remember, that when 
not sanctified^ it i; a ci^^e jmiher than a bless* 
ing. It is; rather a^ chsi^ to bind i^ to the 
world, than, wi^g? to % above it. ^v^n, good 
men hav^ fo^n^ it ^ t^n^ptatioA ; ^nd some, like 
Agur, have grs^ed fpr xBe4iocrity^ '^lest they 
should be full, 9p4 say, W^Q is tbe]^rd?'^t 

Well th^n, T^Qi^Xr ^' Will you set your eyes oa 
thai which is uQt^'^jI For there is nothing se- 



♦ Psa. lii. 7. 
t Prov. XXX. 7. 9. J Prov» xxvi. 3. 
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cure, nothing satisfying^ nothing abiding in 
earthly riches. " The world indeed is God^s 
great house, richly furnished, and we have all 
things liberally alSbrded usybf our use; but they 
iare not ours. God has therefore set death at the 
gate, to see, that as we brought nothing into this 
worid, so we shall carry nothing out"* Hbw- 
ever necessary to supply our wants by the 
way, they must leave us at die end. Set not 
your affections then on sordid dust ; you have 
capacities for the- enjoyment of higher and 
nobler objects dian eartb can afford. '' Lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei"- 
tfaer moth nor rust doth corrupt; and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.^'f Ever 
remember the declaration of the Apostle, ^ They 
that wiH be rich, fall inta temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts^ 
which drown men in destruction imd perdition; 
For the love of money is the root of all evil r 
which wh3e some coveted after they have erred 
from the feith, and pierced themselves through' 
with many sorrows.'*J 

* Hopkins, t Matt vi. 17, 18. 1 1 Tim. vi. la 
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FAME. 

How much is popular applause sought after 
by many : but what is it? Is it that which can 
ward off the ills of life ? can it defend us from 
" the arrows of adversitv ? can it save us from 
slander and reproach ? can it assure us that we 
shall be eltempt from pain^ sickness^ and deatli ? 
Alas! no. Reputation^ or a good name, is 
indeed desirable by every one. Character is of 
the highest importance in society y and to excel 
in every good work is what we should all aim 
at. But popularity: what is it? It does not 
always arise from real excellence. It is not al- 
ways the child of virtue. It does not always 
attend the wise and the good.* The best of 

* Herod was popular, but for what? for putting 
James to death : for when he saw it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further, to take Peter also. And FeHx, 
though he knew PaiA was innoceDt, yet m order to be 
popular with the Jews, left him in bonds. Inquisi- 
tors and persecutors have been popular at the ex- 
pense of the blood of the saints and the excellent of 
the earth 2 
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characters have sometimes been treated as tlie 
worst ; and the worst have been held up to pub^ 
lie view as the best. So vitiated is the taste of 
mortals, that the fame of some men has been 
derived from the ignorance they have displayed ; 
the bigotry they have manifested ; the blood they 
have spilt ; the towns and cities they have de- 
populated; and the multitudes they have de- 
stroyed. That there is a popularity highly de- 
served and very properly worn, by some useful 
men, cannot be denied ; but it is well known 
that such are its attendants ; such frequently its 
labours ; so numierous its cares, so great its 
dangers, Uiat many have been almost glad to 
retire back again into the shade, and pass away 
die rest of their days in obscurity. For how 
many strong men hath it wounded. How few 
have been a^le to bear it with propriety. From 
this eminence how many have fallen down and 
been dashed to pieces. Look at Herod. The 
multitude said it was the voice of a God and not 
of a man ; but this cost him his life. One con- 
fessed that for the sake of popularity he set fire 
to the famous temple of Diana at Ephesus ; 
but this was his destruction. What is the Ian- 
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guage of many an individual but this : " O could 
I but rise ; could I be but known ; could I 
be but popular ; could I but command the mul- 
titude ; I should be happy, — I should want no 
luore." But are you certain of that ? Are you 
sure you could bear it ? do you know it is a slip- 
pery place^f. have you seriously thought .what 
manner of person you ought to be^ when so 
many eyes are fixed upon you ! O vain man^ you 
know not what you ask. It is perhaps wisely 
withheld from you, because you of all others 
are least able to bear it. 

Reader, be not anxious theu for this supposed 
good. It is of more consequence what you are 
thought of in heaven than on earth. The ap- 
probation of your Maker, and an interest in his 
favour, outweighs all die empty applause of mor^ 
tals. Remember, tliat he who is the brightness 
of bis Father's glory, and the express image of 
his person ; he, whom all the angels in heaven 
\yorshiprtr-he was despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief! 
Besides, what is there so uncertaui, so precarious, 
as popular applause ! It is rendered so by the 
very weakness of our nature. A very small speck 
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is discernible on a bright object. One single 
defect^ one unguarded step, one rash word, one 
little circumstance liiay be magnified or mis* 
represented, so as to diminish respect, and 
cause our popularity to fade. And what so 
humbling, so distressing, as to be doomed not 
to obscurity only, but to contempt^ not to sit 
on the lowest seat, but to stand at a distance^ as 
if unworthy of regard, or even notice. But it is 
also precarious, if we consider the fickleness and 
inconstancy of human nature. One day they 
cried, " Hosanna to the Son of David !" the next, 
" Away with him, crucify him, crucify him !*' 
-How did the multitude exclaim, '^ Saul has slain 
his thousands, and 'David liis ten thousands P 
But how soon did they alter their tone, and pur- 
mied him from one place to another, so that his 
life was not safe in the land of Israel. Of Paul 
and Barnabas they said, ^' the gods are come 
down to us in the likeness of men !" They called 
the one Jupiter, and the other Mercury ; and it 
was with* difficulty they were prevented from 
offering sacrifice to them. But soon after we 
read, '^ that there c||fie thither certain Jews from 
Antioch and Iconium, who pe^rsuaded the peo- 
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pie ; and having stoned Paul^ drew him out of 
the city, supposing he had beeii dead."''^ 

As to die favour of men, then, how vain is it! 
Nor let it be supposed, that even die favour of 
princes and the great of the earth, can secure 
our happiness; for Uiis also is subject to change* 
Nay, it is often the case, as one observes, ** that 
in the courts of great princes, a man may be in 
favour one day, and the next lie under heavy 
displeasure ; one while he may be graced with 
the chief honours of a kingdom, and soon after 
be utterly neglected, disgraced, and discarded.''^ 
Haman, that proud favourite, who tuled King 
Ahasuerus at his pleasure, was cast out of fa- 
vour upon one complaint, and the king would 
not hear him plead for his life. He was hanged 
on that very day which he expected would have 
been the day of his greatest honour. David had 
learned^ by his own experience, the inconstancy 
and mutability of the favour of princes, and • 
therefore says, '^ it is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in princes.";}: 
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The celebrated philosopher Seneca was tutor 
to Nero in his youth^ and was in such credit with 
him after he became emperor, that for a time 
he managed all the affairs of his estate. Nero 
often shewed him the greatest tokens of love 
possible ; and yet, afterwards, afforded him no 
other favour, but the choice of what death he 
would suffer. 

Aftfer Bellisarius, * Aat famous general under 
Justinian Ae emperor, had been victorious in 
many battles, conquered many countiies, and 
hadledin triumph Gillemer, Kingof the Vandals, 
in fetters of gold, for his own grieater honour, 
he was cast out of favour, had his eyes put out; 
and being led up and down the city of Rome, 
was obliged to procure a scanty maintenance by 
solicititig the charity of those he met with. 

Clitus, who was an intimate friend of Alexander 
the Great, was put to death by Alexander," only 
because he was a little too familiar with him. 

Mahomet the Second, that conquered C<Jn- 
stantinople, had a mo>it beautiful virgin, named 
Irene, brought to him when he was sacking that 
city ; ^d he was ^ fond of her company, that 
he forsook his bashaws^ and disregarded all the 
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affairs of his empire. But he could not bear it 
to be said, that he who had conquered so much 
was at length led captive by a woman. And, 
therefore, when he understood that his bashaws 
were dissatified with his conduct, and was afraid 
of losing his reputation, he commanded Irene to 
attire herself in the richest and costliest apparel 
that could be devised. This being done, he took 
her by the hand, and led her into the room where 
all his bashaws t^'ere assembled by his command, 
and asked whether each of them would not, as 
wdl as he forget every thing but her. They 
werc^ so amazed to see such a wonderful beauty, 
that they condemned themselves for censuring 
the emperor, and justified him in what he had 
done. But Mahomet told them that he would 
shew them he was master of his passions ; and 
immediately struck off her head ! 
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PLEASURE. 

How much is thought of worldly pleasure: 
but what is it? Is it rational ; suited to the ca- 
pacities^ and worthy of the pursuit of such a being 
as man P Is it obtained and enjoyed without any 
inconvenience aud expense ? Does it tend to 
dignify and enlarge the mind ? Does it awaken 
in man those reflections, and prepare him for 
those exertions, which ought to characterize him 
as an immortal creature ? And when it is past, 
is the review of it such as produces satisfaction ; 
does it never leave a sting behind ? Alas! let the 
worldling answer. What are called by too many 
the pleasurtes of life are just the reverse. They 
are often mean in their nature, transitory in 
their enjoyment, and ruinous in their conse- 
quences. They take off the mind from the con- 
templation of superior objects ; render the heart 
insensible to what is good, and expose it to the 
most dangerous temptations. ** As Judas gave a 
sign to the officers that came with him to ap- 
prehend Jes^s, whomsoever I shall kiss, the 
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same is he ; hold him fast. The same sigu doth 
the world give Satan. Whomsoever I shall 
caress and favour, whomsoever I shall heap ho- 
nour and riches on, whomsoever I shall embrace 
and kiss, the same is he ; hold him fast !"* 

How much too does it cost some menf 
What sacrifices doth it require? What large 
^fts must be presented at the shrine of plea- 
sure i A man cannot be permitted to worship 
this goddess without offerings of a most va- 
luable nature. O, how many have destroyed 
a fine constitution ^ thrown themselves on the 
bed of sickness ; or dragged through life a mi- 
serable frame — ^and all for a short-lived plea- 
sure ! How .many in one hour at the gaming- 
table have lost what would have been su£Scient 
to have supported them for a long period ! 
What has not been suffered in order to witness 
exhibitions of a vsun, and often profane ten- 
dency ! By listening to the voice of this charmer, 
how too has reputation been injured ; shame 
and remorse have followed^ and the unhappy 
captive has scarcely been able to hold up his 

i»i ■■ t ' ■' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ r I,., 
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head io virtuous and decent society t What time 
also is lost : the valuable hours, which should 
be devoted to reflection, to improvement, to. 
works of utility and charity, are all swallowed 
up by preparation for, and attendance on these 
transient enjoyments ; while the imagination ia 
polluted, the animal frame exhausted, the inK> 
mortal principle within degraded and forgotten; 
and society injured by. examples or prodigality, 
sensuality, and impiety. And yet all this is called 
enjoying life ; seeing the world, and driving 
away melancholy. But, reader, what is it? 
If diis be the result, which is too often the case^ 
is it worth your pursuing ? will it repay you for 
your toil ? will it increase your felicity on the 
whole? will it render you useful inhfe? will it 
make death pleasant? will it fit you for an 
eternal state ? Alas ! no.* Turn a deaf ear 

* Hear the testiiiipny of a noble lord in the view of 
death. '* I have run," says he, ** the silly rounds of 
business and of pleasure, and I have done with them 
alL I have enjoyed all the pleasiBres of the wodd^ 
and consequently know their futility, and do not re- 
gret theur loss. I appraise them at their real value, 
whidi is in truth very low ; whefeas those who have 
not experienced, always over-rate them. They only 
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then to the blandishments of the world. Bt 
not deceived by her fair appearances. Depend 
not on her specious promises. The seeds of 
deadi are mixed in the feast she prepares ; the 
baneful poiscmlii secreted in the cup she gives. 
Her paradise b the paradise of fools ; ^vhere^ un- 
der the wide-spreading flower^ the serpent is coil- 
ed^ and which never fails to awake and sting the 
▼otary of sensual pleasure ! O, how biany have 
found her golden sceptre, to be^ after all^ a rod 

flee their gay outside, and are dazzled with iheir 
glare ; bat I have been behind the scenes; I have 
seen all the coarse pullies and dirty ropos which ex- 
hibit and move the gaudy machine^ &c. When I re* 
fleet back upon what I have seen, what I have heard, 
and what I have done, I can hardly persuade myself 
that all that frivolous hurry, biLstle, and the pleasure 
of the world, had 'any reality ; but I look upon aH 
that has passed, as one of those romantic dreams, 
which opium commonly occasions ; and I do by no 
means desire to repeat Jho nauseous dose, for the sake 
of the fugitive dream. Shall f tell you that I bear this 
melancholy situation, with that meritorious constancy 
and resignation which most people boast of? No ; for 
I really cannot help it. I bear it— because I must 
bear it, whether I will or no.— And I think of nothing 
bat killing time, now that he has become mine 
«^emy.'' 

Lord CherterfieltL 
c 2 
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of iron. Could we but penetiate her dwelling^ 
r-could Vie but accurately survey her abode^ 
we should find, notwithstanding all her profes- 
sions of liberty and happiness, that she has her 
cells where multitudes are. imprisoned ; her dun- 
geonsy where the unhappy victims are loaded 
with the chains of guilt, poverty, and despair. 
Yea, more ; we should behold a sad spectacle ; 
we should find her burial-place strewed with the 
spoils of thousands, whom she has deceive^ 
and destroyed ! 

But there are some who tell us, they are no 
advocates for public pleasures ; and who thirik 
it childish to mix with the multitude in behold- 
ing public sights' and exhibitions : but while they 
make such confessions as these, they are perhaps 
as much deceived another way. Though seldom 
led to seek for pleasures abroad, they live in the 
habit of intemperance at home. What shall I 
eat, what shall I drink? is their constant Ion* 
guage. But, reader, are expensive viands, 
sumptuous fere, costly diet, the idols a rational^ 
intellectual, immortal being should adore? Is 
running to excess in indulging the taste, or 
gratifying the appetitite, the way j^ promote 
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health, order^ morality, decency, and benevo- 
lence ? Ah, cruel Intemperance ! methinks I 
see diee with diy destructive scythe, walking 
among the sons of pleasure ; and while Religion 

and Morality are here and there lifting up their 
voice, and snaicning a buiiuh j £^^ a ^.^ wioiin 

thy reach, thou aft mowing down thy thousands. 
O, yes ! on how many tombs may it be written, 
** Here aire the last remains of one unhappily 
killed by intemperance/' You then, that think 
of notliing but .providing for the body, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof, whose only felicity is to satiate 
jTOur appeUtes, stop for a moment, and ask tht 
question, what is it that I am domg ? Am I 
not&r worse than the beasts of the field, who 
always know what is sufficient? Am I not 
losing my reason? Where will this carry me i 
Will it not lay a foundation for disease ? Will 
it not accelerate the approach of the last enemy, 
death? Yes, intemperate man, answer these 
questions; for this, if not repented of, willstii- 
pify thy powers, emaciate thy fi*ame, harden thy 
conscience, dig thy grave, and debar thee from 
the enjoyment of ^* that inheritance which is in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away/' 

c 3 
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But my reader mdy ask, What, then, is all 

pleasure forbidden ? What ! is life to be ^ne 

Gontiniial scene of serious reflection f What! 

ik>thing but devotion ? I answer, that, as to 

real enjoyment, a devotional frame isthp. «"K- 
i«raest, tbe noDiest, the most exalted pleasure ih 

life; and no man in the present state can be 

happier than he who is blessed with it* To 

such a man, all other pleasures, all other ex-^ , 

ercises, all other pursuits are as nothing. 

'^ He treads the earth beneath his feet, 
^ And all the worlds calls good and great^*^ 

Holding intercourse with the Father of lights ; 
his mind bang enlarged with a view of heavenly 
and eternal objects'; believing all things to be 

I 

under divine control ; and hoping at last to be 
received to the mansions of light — he rejoices 
:v('ith a joy unspeakable, and full of glory; 

As the best of men, however, cannot always 
preserve this heavenly frame ; as we live in a 
worM where temporal things must be attended 
to ; as we are touched and moved by surround- 
ing objects — it eamiot be expected that our joys 
wH always be the same. Inferior pleasures, 
however, voxf be (bund, ami let no man com^ 
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plain that J'rovidence has been unkind; hgs 
strewed his path with thorns^ and embittered 
eveiy thing to him. Is there no pleasure to be 
found in conversation ; Jn readings in exercise; 
in viewing the works of nature atid art; in 
friendship ; in gaining information^ in impartmg 
it ; in sympathy, in charity ; in the moderate 
.use of the blessings of Providence ; in the use 
of our faculties ; in the variety of scene ; in 
Ttat after labour ; in society ; in vocal ^d in- 
strumental harmony ; in performing kind offices 
to our fellow-creatures ; in study ; in business ; 
in ihf fiunily; in meeting absent relatives ; in 
daily preservation of our senses, our mercies, 
our lives i Now in all these, as well as in many 
odier9 not mentioned, is there no enjoyment i 
Certainly there is. Man is )aot necessitate 
therefore to seek illicit pleasures — pleasures 
wbidi fiiscmate the senses, excite cupidity, 
waMe time, viplate decency, destroy property, 
injure health, lead to poverty, and often to ruin. 
These are the pleasures which we would pro* 
scribe, however patronized, however general, 
however defended. All are delusory and vain. 
It h no matter by. what nam^ tliey are jcall^d ; 

c 4 
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how dexterously concealed; how public and 
splendid they appear ; nor what approbation they 
receive from the multitude— -one broad sen- 
tence appears written on them all : '' to be 
carnally minded is death/'* Listen, reader^ 
then^ to that voice which says, <^ that the friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with God ; who- 
soever therefore will be a friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God. Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man 
iove the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
tfie flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father) but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust there- 
of ; but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.+ Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
iNDuch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive 
you, and be a Father nnto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord A|^ 
mighty/t 



^ RomaM viii. 6. 
* t 1 J^dWiL 16, 16, 17. 1% Cor, vi. 17, 18, 



33 



POWER. 

And what is power? Is it that vfhxch can se- 
cure our Itves, or even renjder them less subject 
to care ? Are those who move in the most de- 
vated circles, and to whom the world look, up 
with a kind of awe, the most happy among 
mankind i do not the bitter streams of human 
adversity iindiheir way into the palace^ as well 
as into the cottage P Nay, while the peasant^ 
from the very nature of his situation, has but 
little coipparatively to disturb his mind, the 
prince is involved iti multitudinous cares, which 
his dignity can neither remove nor his power 
prevent. Besides too, how exposed are even 
the greatest to innumerable vicissitudes, by 
which authority may be lost, or power and influ- 
ence reduced ? But surely, say some, it must be 
a great thing to wear a crown^ to sway a sceptre, 
to have multitudes at command, and to do what 
we please ! Yes, and so it must, if happiness 
consisted in royalty. But kings are mortals like 
ourselves ; they are composed of the same, ma- 
terial, they breathe the same air, they inhabit the 

c 5 
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«ame disordered worlds they possess the $atne 
nature, and feel the. same wants as others. The 
voyal blood that flows in their veins does not ex- 
empt ihem from the ills of life, and the woee 
attendant on fallen humanity ; nor have diey any 
exclusive grant from the Sovereign of the world 
to unintemipted felicity. On the contrary^ their 
crown is often a crow*n of thorns instead of glo* • 
ry ; their garments have been rolled in blood ; and 
their path beset with difficulties unknown to 
others. Indeed, what is more affecting than 
the history of human greatness ! The annals 
of regal authority present us vvith scrme fright- 
ful pictures of human natuVe. What di^adful 
batdes have been fought, what ravages have 
been committed, what blood has been shed, to 
obtain a crown ! Over what fields of the slain, 
what heaps of dying mortals, have some stept 
to the throne ! And when there, how has it 
tottered under them ; and the storms of natk>nal 
adversity rendered all precarious and insecure. 
^^ Their greatness makes them too iht fairer 
marks for envy to shoot at, and inflames tnany 
to use all their art and pOwer to undermine them^ ^ 
that they may raise their own reputation and 
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prefenneiit Upon tbeir ndiis. Kings tharefin^ 
are apt to be afraid of aU^ and upon small oc- 
canons to hate even those m horn they have cho? 
sen to goard them. And, in this respect, as, 
Seneca sajs, ^' kings are in a worse condition 
dan servants; for these fear one, but diey 
alL^* David was a good king, as well as 
.great; but how accumulated were his troubles ; 
how numerous his enemies ; and how many of 
these would he have escaped, had he remained 
the humble shepherd ! How many of the kings 
of Israel were slain by their own subjects ! Julius 
Ctesar, who was the emperor of the Roman mo- 
narchy, was murdered in the senate house by 
those who had formerly been his friends. The 
excellent character of the Emperor Justinian did 
not prevent his own subjects from murdering 
him. The Emperor Henry IV. it is said, was 
deposed from his crown, in bis old age, and 
reduced to such poverty, as to beg a poor pre- 
i)end in the chnrch of Asia. Bajazet, the 
proud Emperor of the Turks, confessed to Ta- 
merlane the Tartar, ^lat, if he had taken him, 

* >!». Head. 
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he would hftve carried him about in a cage for 
all men to gaze at. But Tamerlane having 
obtained the Yictory, gave him the punishment 
which he intended for Tamerlane ; for he caused 
him to be carried about in a cage of gold, and 
to be fed inadi the crumlM that fell from his 
table. Sapor, King of Persia, having taken 
Valerianus, Emperor of Rome, made use of 
him as a footstool to get upon his horse. How 
justly then did Solon tell Croesus, that rich 
King of Lydia, that no one (not even kings) 
could be accounted happy until death. These 
are only a few instances out of many which 
might have been quoted. Now what is said 
of the vanity of the most dignified authority 
may be said of all other. The warrior may 
have arisen to power by his heroism and valour; 
the philosopher, by his genius ; the statesman, 
by his profound ability ; the philanthropist, by 
his benevolence ; the counsellor by his oratory, 
or the divine by his talents — ^but let none envy 
them : if they move in a higher sphere, they 
find difficulties which others do not, and dan- 
gers from which those are exempt who move 
along in the obscure valley. To whom much 



37 

is ^ven, much also is required; and there 
must be much more exertion and labour in 
using ten talents than one. Learn then, rea«f 
der, tha^ happiness does not depend on power 
and influence. Ambition may strive to climb 
this eminence ; but the success scarcely repays 
the labour of obtaining it : and, when we have 
arrived safe at the summit, we shall not find it 
all luxuriant and pleasant ; some barren spots 
will still be discerned, and we may look down 
and see others beneath quite as happy as we* 
It is wisdom then not to set our affections on 
this '^ idol of the world ; '' but to be content 
with the situations Providence has allotted us* 
There is a power indeed we do well to covet ; 
and that is a power over ourselves. Many, 
whose authority have been great and extensive, 
have been awfully deficient here. Alexander 
conquered the world, but not himself. To 
subdue ourselves; to overcome our own pas- 
sions ; to be willing to take up the cross daily; 
to be submissive to divine Providence ; — this, 
this is the noblest work of man. 

Reader, if, under tlie divine blessing, you 
9hould gain the victory over yourself, it will be 
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a conquest far more important to you than if 
trhole nations lay at your feet. Seek then this 
Inbi^l, this internal triumph. Hard indeed it 
may appear to obtain ; but there is a power 
trhich can enable us to acquire it : on this 
power we must depend, or all our exertion will 
be in vain. " The Almighty knoweth our 
frame, he remembereth that we are dust." * 
He has promised his grace to them that ask 
him. Seeing then the way is open, that he has 
even invited us to come, let us, in the name of 
hii Son Jesus Christ, " go boldly to the throne 
cf grace, that we may obtain mercy^ and find 
grace to help in time of need," f 



BEAUTY. 

Beauty, what is it? Will not the fairest 
form decay ? will not the most blooming coun^ 
.tenance fade ? will not the most elegant figure 
]be crumbled to dust i Contracted indeed must 
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be their happiness, vhose affection centres 
alone in the creature. This is a snare in which 
some are entangled to their destruction. Beau«- 
ty too often perverts the judgment, iiiflamefl| 
the passions, and captivates the will. Nor are 
they the most happy, wha are the subjects 
of these attractions. Pride and vanity are fre-* 
quendy its attendants, and we know that pride 
and vanity are no friends to peace and tran- 
qiullity. Wherever these dwell they bring un- 
easiness, jealousy, envy, and torment widi 
them. How soon, too, may beauty be sullied ? 
He who created the dignified form, and so 
constructed the features, as to render the coun- 
tenance fair and lovely. Can as easily change it . 
into an object of disgust ; that what was before 
idolized, shall be avoided as offensive and un- 
pleasant. After all, then, what is it? Is it a 
real good ? Is it a permanent good ? Shall we 
adore that which is transient and perishing? l^r 
Aer let us recollect ourselves ; let us listen to the 
dictates of truth, :than be imposed on by our ima- 
ginationsl Let us hear what the voice of Reve- 
lation says : ** When thou with rebukes dost cor- 
rect man fo^ iniquitji thou makest his beauty to 
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consume away like a moth; surely every man uf 
vanity. Thou prevailest for ever against him, 
and he passeth ; thou changest his countenance, 
and dendest him away. He cometh forth like a 
flower^ and is cut down ; he fleeth as a shadow, 
and continueth not."* But even while it con- 
tinues^ what is iVf especially without prudence? 
Solonian says, '' As ^ jewel of gold in a swine's 
snout, so is a fair woman without discretion."-)' 
Yea, he declares widiout any limitation, '' that 
favour is deceitful, and beauty vain."J Why 
then should we value it at so high a rate, when 
God accounts it of no worth ? Samuel looked 
upon Eliab and said, '^ Surely the Lord's anoint- 
ed is before him." But the Lord said to Samu-^ 
el, ^' Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature, because I have refused him ; 
for the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh upon the heart.'*;}; Let us hear the opi- 
nion of th^ ancients. Chrysostom s^id, that 
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(hose who are not beautiful are freed from many 
impediments. TertuUian said, beauty is to be 
feared, on account of the injury it does to the 
leholders. Socrates said, that the kingdom of 
l)eauty is Yiolent for the time, but of short con- 
tinuance; and Petrarch has left this sentence on 
record, ** That beauty has made many adulterers, 
but has never made any chaste.'^ Let not the 
possessors of it then be vain. It may prove to 
them^the greatest of all curses. It has occa- 
sioned the misery of thousands. Parents whp 
have idolized their children, on the account of 
it^ have had reason at last to weep over the 
evils it has produced ! Let the vain remember 
what a world it is in which they live; that the 
most beaubfid flower is in an unfriendly soil ; 
that it cannot be secured from the wintry blasts 
of adversity. Vicissitudes attend us on every side, 
and a very trifling circumstance may impair the 
finest form. A short fit of sickness, the reproach 
of an enemy, the unfaithfulness of a professed 
fiiend, the death pf a dear relative, may so affect 
the sph its as to produce an evident alteration in 
the animal frame. Observe the case of Naonii f 
the death of her husband and sons had such an 
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effect on her, that they scarcely knew her. Is tlik 
Naomi? said the whole city of Bethlehem, when 
they saw her. And she said, ^' Call me not Nao-^ 
miyi. e. beautiful, call me Mara, bitter, for ibe 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me/'* 

Let those who are destitute of it not repine. 
It is not a qualification for happiness, for so- 
ciety, for usefulness. You may be intelligent ; 
you may be prosperous; you may be contented; 
you may be serious ; you may be useful without 
ittf But, my reader, let mc. reuiind you, that 
there is an object worthy of your pursuit; and 
that is, moral beauty; the beauty of the mind. 
This consists in a perception of what is ri^tj^ 
an inclination to practise it, an aversion to every 
thing opposite to it. What this is Revelation 
informs you : '' Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thy- 
self."t To revere him ; believe in his Son i 
submit to his providence; to be influenced by 
his grace ; to depend ou bis promise, and to 
aim at his glory : this constitutes the true dignity 

♦ n^ih 1 19, to: t Mat xxii. 37v 
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of mmdy and beauty of character. This will ^- 
ford haptpiness; when all other things will fade. 
JVf any outlive the beauty for which they once 
. ^ere so distinguished. The flower remains, but 
«k« ^<Ak$»^ I0 ^uuc. Bui iuierual beflutyi mental 
exeeUeuce, stUl increases in those who are de- 
voted to die best Object. As they approach 
the grave, the v^orld recedes; hope brightens; 
£sBlh realizes ; the dawn of the celestial wc»'Id 
opens upon thehr view ; till at last the shacklee 
ok mortality drop, and they find themselves sur- 
founded with light and glory, xn that paradise, 
where the perfection of beau^ for ever dweUs i 



APPAREL. 

How much is thought .of decorating the body! 
Alas ! to what e:S[pense do some go, in order to 
purchase cosdy apparel, that they may appear 
superior to others; as if excellency consisted 
in exterior habiliments. But, what is it? ' Can 
% fine garment create intellect, enlarge the 
mind, alleviate pain, soothe sorrow ? Can beau- 
^Uful attire enrich the understanding, mature the 
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judgmeut, or lieal the disorders of the mmdf 
-Can decorations^ derived from tlie labours of the 
insect, the animals of the forest, the birds of 
the wood, or the plants of the field, be worthy 
of the inordiuate ofTccti^Mi vi* o iuil««MJ <»soq. 
ture ? O ! foolish and unwise, to glory in that 
which is a badge of our shame ! What child- 
ish, misplaced regard is thb! And yet how 
astonishing is its influence ! Who is there that 
is not, or has not Been affected by it ? It may be 
said by some, that they can well afford it, and 
.that they have a right to do as they please with 
their own property : but admitting that some dif- 
ference may be made for situations in life, how 
great the folly of placing our happiness in mere 
external ornament ! To many, dress is like mo* 
ney ; it is the root of all evil ! When the heart has 
been set upon this idol, what vast portions of 
time has it swallowed up; what vanity has it ex- 
cited ; what ridiculous figures has it sometimes 
metamorphosed men into ; what neglect of im-^ 
portant duties has it occasioned ; and what prOf- 
perty has it consumed 1* How many poor fami* 

* Tertolliatt complained, that there were some la 
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lies might be supplied by retrenching the luxuries 
of dress, and the prodigality of ornament ! After 
all, what is more admirable than simplicity? 
What rationality b there in choosing a cum- 
brous, expensive form of dress, while one of a 
more easy, cheap, and convenient nature will 
Suffice! What charitjfis there in lavishing so 
much upon ourselves ; while widi less expense 
we could make the hearts of multitudes glad ? 
What dignity is there in mere apparel; and 
how litttie must that mind be that prides itself 
in it? What certainty b there of long enjoy- 
ment of it ? How short is the path from the 
wardrobe to the grave ; and how quick the ex- 
change of the costly raiment for the shroud ! 
And what a melancholy tale to relate of many, 
diat they have spent a whole life in adorning 
their own persons, but never presented a gar- 
ment to the naked, to screen them from the 
cold ; never thought of the sufferings and mise- 
ries of the poor ; but, while clad in purple and 
fine linen> and faring sumptuously every day. 



his time, who did Aot scrapie to hang at their wiiies' 
ears the value of a good farm. 
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su&red many to perish at their door. What fe^ 
licity then is there in this transient appearance 
of finery i O contracted pleasure, that is bound 
up in a garment; precarious good, that a moth, 
a worm will destroy ! Poor enjoyment, that de* 
pends on the quality and the form of apparel 1 
Misspent time, that is employed in idolizii^ 
the decorated form at the toilet. Alas! it is 
there that too many, pleased with their oma« 
ments, forget what manner of persons they are ! 
There too do many stand, ^ who, wanting the at- 
traction of personal beauty, endeavour to supply 
the sad deficiency by the labour of art.* Go, 
reader, and look into another, a difierent mirror. 
Hear him who said, ^^ Take no thought for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the 
Jife more than meat, and the body more than 
niiment? Why take ye thouglit for raiment: v 

,, |«»M— T— I I »■ ■■ ■ ■ III I ■■ ^ ■'■ I 

* Such as are destitute of virtue and of natural 
beauty, and yet hope to commend themselves j[)y their 
goodly apparel, are guilty of an e^ror similar to that 
ivhich Clementi reports of a painterVboy. The boy 
wished to paint the fair Helena ()f tjneece ; but, want- 
ing art to set forth ber beauty, daubed her entirely 
over with gold, making her very rich, because he 
could not make her beautiful. . . 
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consider die lilies of the field, how tfaey grow ; 
they toil not, neither do they spin : "and yet I say 
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was 
net arrayed like one of these. Whereforie, if God 
so clothe the grass of the fields which to«^ay is, 
.and to-morrow is cast into the oven> shaH he not 
much more clothe you^ O ye of little faith?. 
Therefore take no diought, saying, what shall 
we eat? or what shall we drink P or wherewithal 
shall we be clothed ? (for after idl these things 
do the GentileS'Seek :) ^for your heavenly Fathet 
knoweth that ye have need of these things."* 

Here then is a command worthy of attention. 
And is it not of more consequence that the soul 
be clothed with the garments of righteousness, 
than the body be adorned with superfluous at- 
tire ? How infinitely Superior is it to have,a well^ 
informed mind ;"a soul devoted to the interest 
of truth and religion — than to be distinguished 
only for adopting every new fa^ioh, and to be 
al](3orbed in the silly admiration of dress ! The 
body must soon be unclothed, and lie down in 
-'■ '* ■ ' ■ ■ - 

• Matt vi. 28 to 34. 
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the bed of death ; nay, it must soon decay, and 
be put out of sight : but the soul, enlighteiied 
and arrayed with the ornaments of truth and 
grace, shall not be deprived of its beauty, nor 
ever lose its lustre and glory. Through the vary- 
ing scenes of life; in the last hour of death; 
and thrdugh eternal ages it shall sing, *' £ will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall b^ 
joyful in my God; for he hadi clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he hath covered noie 
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herself with jewels."^ 

JBut you may ask, is no attention to be paid 
to our apparel? are we to live like hermits, and 
care not how we appear ? is it absolutely sinful 
to adopt any new fashion that may arise, and 
which perhaps may be exceedingly convenient i 
Here you are not to go into an opposite extreme. 
You are not required to be singular, for the sake 
of singularity; much less are you to neglect 
yoMr apparel, and become tlie sloven. Decency 
is always reqiusite ; without this you cannot we}l 

^ : . \ ' ' / 

* Isa. Ixi.' 10. 
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be considered as a fit member of society ; nor 
are you likely to be useful in the sphere m 
which you movow But thi^ great evil of which 
I have been speaking, is, an inordinate atten- 
tioii-to dress. This has been a fatal snare to 
multitiides; and especially to the youi^ ! That 
a ne# mode may be adopted, which may prove' 
adv^M^eous, none, we suppose, will conrfdef 
as Bttproper. Improvements may be made ill 
this, a^ well as in every other system. But 
whatafbUy is it when it becomes a person's 
all; when it engrosses all the conversation ; 
when it occupies the whole mind; when every 
thiiig must be rendered subservient to it ! Sure- 
ly, then, it nmst be an evil. Let us beware, 
dierefbre, of this fascinating influence; let^is 
elevate our thoughts to nobler objects ; let us 
pray that we may be adorned with superior or- 
naments ; that our faith may be genuine, our 
hearts right with God : then, when the '^ earthly 
house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we shall 
have a building of God. Then shall we be 
clothed upon with our house which is from hea- 
ven, and mortality be swallowed up of life.'** 

■ H I —— — ■■ III < I I ■■■ 1 » ■■! I » ■— *— 

*2Cor.v. Itpa. D 
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TALENTS. 

What shall we say of talents, iotelleot, 
knowledge, wit? ^re these sufficient to con- 
stitute happiness P Do their possessors live in 
a different world to others ? Does the applause 
which they obtain render them invulnerable 
against the arrows of adversity f Are they 
strangers to sorrow ? Have they no moments 
of vacancy and uneasiness ? Alas ! how many 
have endeavoured to climb the hill pf know- 
ledge, and, after all their toil to gain the point, 
how cold and cheerless have they found it ! 
Leaving the multitude below, where they en- 
joyed social intercourse, they have ascended to 
dwell among the sons of science, with the hope 
of tasting higher joys, and breathing a purer 
air than others ; but even here, with all these 
advantages, they have found vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. For intellect, what is it? It 
may be said, it is the glory of man, and that 
which distinguishes him as belonging to an ele- 
vated order of beings. But have we not s«en 
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sometimes, that those who have been celebrated 
as having a strong genius, have ako had a tinc- 
ture of insanity connected with it ? The mind 
has been too large for the body ; and the pro- 
gress made has been such, that the man has 
been lost in reveries, and the soul overwhelmed 
by an inundation of ideas ! As to human know- 
ledge, what is it ? It is scud to be power ; but 
is it a power we can always keep ? Is it a throne 
on which we can always reign f Is its authority 
always obeyed f Is its influence always mild, 
beneficial, and kind? I» there no ^orance 
mixed np with it ? Is there no vanity attendant 
on it? No pride that follows iti Alas I it has 
often been abused and perverted to the worst of 
purposes ; rendered its possessor tyrannical ; 
exposed him to to the shafts of envy 4 caused 
faim to be forjgelfiil of the weajuiess of human 
nature, and, after all, left him in a state of por 
verty and distress ! 

That this also is vanity will appear, if we 
cpn^der the labour of attaining it. By the en- 
trance of sin. into the world, the understanding 
is clouded, the. faculties of man are injured! 
He very dimly perceives intellectual objects. 

D 2 
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His powers want repeated strokes to awaken 
them ! His judgment is defective ; his memory 
is weak and treacherous : besides^ external ob- 
jects divert his attention, and the glare of sub- 
lunary thbgs captivate his senses ! In order to 
rise superior^ therefore, to the state of igno- 
rance in which we are by nature, there must be 
exertion. The fruit that grows oh the tree ot 
knowledge does not spontaneously drop upon 
us, but must be gathered by activity, patience, 
and perseverance. Now this cannot always be 
done without difficulty. How soon are the 
animal spirits exhausted, the application re- 
quired alSects the brain, means for the preser- 
vation of health are neglected, a habit of study 
is contracted, which becomes very injurious, 
and at last terminates in death. Let us remem- 
ber, too, how hYimiliating it is, diat after all 
our researches, how litde knowledge we can 
obtain ! The delineation of scripture is as true 
as affecting : '* we are but of yesterday, and 
know nothing.'** A contracted mind, a super- 
£cial pedant inay imagine that h^ Itnows every- 
thing ; but they who know most are most coo- 

■ 

• Job viii. 9. 
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scious of their ignorance. Tbej s^ee such vast 
objects before them,, such an extended circle 
around them^ so many impediments to be re- 
moved^ so many objections to be answered, fhat 
they are sometimes ovenvhehned and confound- 
ed with the reflection on the narrow limits of 
human capacities. 

But even those who have attained the highest 
degrees, who are allowed to excel, who have 
gone farther than any before them — can they 
say tfadur knowledge makes them happy ? that 
they are truly satisfied? that they live in a world 
of their own, where no cloud obscures their 
light, no tempests beat upon their habitations^ 
no bitter streams flow by their side, no noxious 
vapours infest their atmosphere? Alas! no: 
they are mortals still ; they have desires yet to 
be gratified, wants to be supplied, difficulties 
to meet. Nor is it an uncommon thing foir 
those who are. distinguished for some extraordi- 
nary talent, to be remarkable for some singular 
defect. As if the Almighty would stain the 
pride of human glery, he suffers the brightest 
intellectual sun to be sometimes eclipsed, the 
most exalted genius to be degraded, and sus- 

D 3 
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pends the energiea of those minds renowned 

• 

for wisdom and kno\yIedge ; so that we have 
been filled with astonishment in hearing, that 
they who possessed almost die powers of angeb, 
should manifest almost the weakness of chit- 
dren^ or the conduct of idiots. Let us not 
then make this our idol : for suppose we could 
travel round the woHd, and gather information 
from every quarter; suppose we understood aA 
languages^ could penetrate into the arcana g( 
nature^ could explain the Iaw» of matter and 
spirit, could with vision more perceptive than 
any yet ^ver known, see into all the varied oper- 
ations of the surrounding systems-^— I say, after 
all the possession of this vast treasure, w^ 
should find still something wanting to complete 
our happiness. Let not any suppose, however, 
that 1 am noW degrading human literature, or 
that any man should be content with ignorance. 
No. ' Intellectual darkness was brought into the 
world by sin, aiid the more we can diminish it 
the better. He deserves praise who is deter- 
mined not to live in ignorance, but who retires 
firequendy firoln the world to think, to study, 
to expand his mind, to weigh tbings in the 
balance of truth^ and to converse with ancient 



55 

as well as modern writers for the. sake of ini- 
provemeot. But there is a wide difierence 
between tins and worshipping, if I may so 
speak, an intellectual god, and placing all our 
happiness in human knowledge ; in imagining 
that a sparkling wit, a brilliant imagination, a 
fine taste, or literary attainments, form all the 
felicity of man. Alas ! how many have risen 
to celebrity in the world by their vast powers, 
and yet have shewn us, that they were neither 
the most virtuous, the most moral, the most 
happy, nor the most useful members of so- 
ciety. There is, however, knowledge that in 
no sense can be called vain. It is the know- 
ledge of God and ourselves. Ilius saith the 
Lord, *' luet not the wise man glory in his wis- 
dom, neither let the mighty man glory, in hi^ 
might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
.But let him that glorietb, glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord, vvhich exercise' loving-kipdness, judg- 
ment, and righteousness in the earth : for in 
these things I delight, saith the Lord."* 

* Jcrem. ix. 23, 24. 
D 4 
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Reader, seek then this knowledge; this is 
superior to all other. This impresses the hearty 
engages the affections^ ornaments the character, 
regulates the passions, enlarges the mind, con- 
quers the world, supports in death, and leads 
to heaven. This is '' the on^ thing needful, lbs 
good part, which caqnot be taken from us.''* 



FR^NDSHIR 

How ready are we to conclude ourselves hap- 
py in the enjoyment of friendship. A^nd wlip 
will say this is not a blessing ? Is it not plea- 
sj^nt to indulge in kind and mutual intercourse ; 
to find' one into whose bosom we can pour all 
our cares ; to who,m \Ye can communicate all 
joys and sorrows, and who is ready to sympathise 
with us under all the vicissitudes of life ! This cer- 
tsunly is no inferior privilege. But, aft^r all, what 
is it$ Does it al^aysi afford relief to us? Can 
- • ■ - 

*Lideex.42. 
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oor friends always net t the exigenqy (^ our case i 
remove our difficultiefl^ assuage out griefs, prer 
serve us from danger i Are there not inpisfBi^ 
when the exertions of hi^mamtj; areus^le^ff, an4 
nothing butadivinehand can give relief? H^v^ 
we not abo top many instances of the fic^en^ 
of human nature^ and the uncertainty of fnen4T 
ship? * Did Abraham feelnoUiing in the^epa^h 
ture •f Lot^ who had been hb companicm, wad^ 
came with him up out of Egypt f Did not David 
mourn over the treachery of Ahithophel i '' It 
was not (says he) an enemy that reproached 
me, then I could haVe borne it ; neither was it 
he Uiat hated n^e^ that did magnify himu^lf. 
against me^ then I would have hid myself from 
him: But it was thou^ a man^ mine equal, my 
guide, my acquaintance : we took sweet coun-. 
sel together, and walked unto the house of God; 
in company.* Yea (he says) mine own familiar 
friend, in whpnii I trusted, which did eat of niy < 
bread, hath lifted up his heel against me«"*i*/ 
Must it. not hav^ beeq, also, a sore trial to himj. 
that Joab, after all the battles he fought, should 



* Psa. Iv. 12; 13, 14. t Ibid. xti. 9, 
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be guilty of treachery. While Ahab lived, he 
uras hoQdiired as a king, and many seemed happy 
inliaTing an opportunity of shewing their lovfe to 
hiih by being permitted to keep one of his 
children. But no sooner Tpas Ahab over&roym, 
and Jehu proclaimed king, dian diey adored this 
ri^nng sun ;'and, at his command, instead of guar- 
dians, became butchers to their master's children^ 
and sent their heads to Jehu as a present.* 

Job's-three friends professed indeed that Hiey 
were come to comfort him ; but did they not add 
to his grief by charging him with hypocrisy? 
so that he was obligated to say, *' miserable 
comforters are ye all, land physicians of do 
value !"t Paul had to complain, that though, 
at one time, his friendsr were so much attached 
as to be ready almost to lay dowiv their lives for 
hiin ; yet, when their presence would have most 
cheered him, he^ays, /' no man stood by me ; 
but all forsook meP'J When he was first 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, and 
made his escape to Jerusalem, the disciples 

* 2 King^s X. t Job xvi. 2. Ibid. xii. 4. 

|Roin.xvi.4. Acts xxYiii. 16. 2 Tim. iv. 16. 
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were afraid of him ; not b^evii^ him to be a 
diiCiple : but it is said^ that Barnabas took him, 
and brought him to the apostles ; then, after 
commending him to them, he became his com- 
panion^ -both in his lab<5unr and persecutions : 
ye^ aftejrwards, a dispute arose between these 
two eminent men, relative to the selection ci 
Marfr ; and the contention was so sharp be^ 
tween^^ Ihem, that they departed asunder, one 
from ibe otiier."* Such examples as these 
should teadi us the mutability of human friend- 
ship ; and that, valuable as it is, too great con- 
fidence must not be placed on it. While it 
may be cherished and indulged, yet it must be 
in subordination to a superior good. The crea- 
ture must not be a substitute for the Creator ; 
" He will not give his glory to another ;."+ and 
it is his conmiand, ** Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is m his nostrils, for wherein is he to be 
accounted of f-^'j; Indeed, it has been no un- 
common thing, that they who have shewn the 
greatest friendship for a while, have, from some 
circiunstance or other, suddenly changed, and 



♦ Acts XV. 36. f Iml. xlii. 8. J Ibid. n. 22. 
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t^j^ bpljfiviom 9p distu^ *a!L it Ii^ be^ jpi- 
Doui^cefi lu^ccoiu^toht^ I^et ii, b^ r^^ipi^iffj^si^ 
too, tb^t tii^y y^b^ t^ yiol^t^ fii^sl^: s^ 
cap«b)|s of 4ping ua i^re hamz than otfiers ! 
Thejr. bave seen QUf yi^ealLp^j^ ; th^y \^yf Ofv^ 
view9 and 4i3p|(>silio|^ ; i^ li^ at( ^ejir ra^qy. 
It is ^asjf too for ti^p^n to. magnify^ y^b^^ tb^j 
baye a causq to serye, or a base purpo^ jkp 
ansyif^r. But suppose fnendsbip b^ r^^ it 
mus^ be interrupted at last. Dei^tb, tbe con- 
querpr •f all, ^fjHH tear our friends fropi ua^ qr 
us from them. O hoiiv many have been snatch* 
ed a^vay in the very moment vf^hei^ basld^g in 
the rays of fnendship. How many bavc^ gon^Q 
to the gr^ye vyeeping over the lacit remains of 
their departed friends ! Abrhow ^^^cboly lhf| 
ren|€;mhrance t)f. those hours whichl^ve passjed 
away in deUghtful converse ! How ps^ipful ^ 
view die spot; tp visit the dweUiifig; to trea^d 
the path where formerly we enjoyed the plear 
sures of sincere friendship I ^' How has the tri- 
bute we owed.totbeir memory been paid, down 
in tears !'^ But they are gone the way whence 
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the; ish9|j^ not retfin^ . Let us recoll^t tfa^ 
1^, hjEUjtpmi^ ajf^f. tl^em : tlpit we ajbo 9re trar 
35^)lijDg to the houi^ appointed foi: allliyii>gj.i%n4 
n^i^ sljaidy leav^ tjii^ yale of sorrow*. 

^^]ll^9)^}lyf^s^y,JfS^io Of 

ajl, spbluuf^y eD}0]^m^i^tSj» lye must cpnfeisjs it is 
one of the gceate^t. Marii^eL i^ ^m9ifi;aM^,i|i 
all ; aodiia a^ iustibitiop founded in ps^dise hy 
Qodibia^lU When entered into, wit^propi^ 
yifjvfs ; ]i^beii,t^e blessif^ of tl^e Almigbt^r ^^^ 
p|ori^ ; ^hen a&ction is reala^d s|n|cere^ ^^^ 
can hf little 49ubt of happiiiesS| afi %. .^f tb^t 
word (^n ext^^id to temporal enjpjment^ Bu| * 
9^ let us not dec^ve oi»rselves : it is tfotaataj^ 
wWe t^ere s^re no caref, noanx^etiesi no sopj 
rowst .Religioif indeed 9apcUjGes ajL Therj^ 
she ei^Qcts an altar sacred' to the Most High ^ 
teaches.us to ben4 the knee, in buin^le adoration 
fud- praiSQ; wipeS; away the t^r^ y^hj^jh flow.^ 
supports i^der alji the changing scenes of li^e^ 
^d pointy ^ that; gloiy ai^. blessedness wiucb 
shall. nev€;^.fa4^sKwaj. Wl^ere this however isj 
not, foui)4> tbe dpm^tic circle top often ^e« 
s^ntc^ us w,i0i sf^espf. a4)aii^ulJ4nd. Intemr 
t(^m¥ie^ ^^^h vanity^ <ke9^ pl^^isure^ gm^ 
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blingy and prodigality, characterize too many 
families ; and from thence arise po^ertyy dis- 
ease, jealousy, bickerings, discontent, opposi- 
tion, and sometimes death itself. Hasbaiids 
and wiTes^ parents and children, have risen up 
against each other, and been guUty of the most 
enormons cruelties ; so that this state has not 
always proved a state of felicity, nor answered 
the end for which it was designed. What atn 
incomparable wife had King Herod in hisMari- 
amne ; yet he caused her to be put to dieath. 
The usurper Richaitl III. through his unkind^ 
ness to his vrife, caused such an infirmity as 
brought her to the grave. What the conduct 
of the cruel Henry YUf. wa8> to his wives, is 
well known. So, on the other side r Semira- 
mis, Queen of the Assyrians, desired her bus* 
band to permit her to reign with sovereign 
power for one day ; and, after he had granted 
her request, she commandied him to be slain; 
Jane> Queen of Najdes^ caused tbiS^ of her 
husbands to be put to death. Have hot parents; 
also, proved unnatural ? Brutus caused two of 
his sons to be put to death, only because he 
feared they vtete Hot true toihe commonwealths 
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Torqoatuir, a Roman general^ dew his son for 
(fisobeyh^ a command tvfaich be had given himJ 
Soliman, Emperor of theTurks^ caused his son 
Mustapha, ifvho yvsa a prince of great hopes, 
and &e best of aH die Ottoman family, to be 
strangled, only because he wished to see his 
father and his court. Mothers have been cruel 
to thdr children. How cruel and momatural 
was Alhaliah to destroy, not only all her grand- 
childr^, but all the seed royal of the house of 
Judah. Irene, mother to the Emperor Constant 
tine Vli. caught him by poHcy, and caused his 
eyes ' to be plucked out of his head, that she 
might reign in his place. Children also have 
been cruel to their parents, and ill requited them 
for di^ kindness. ** What a graceless son was 
Absalom to so gracious a father ! He not only 
wished'^to tidie his crown from off his head, but 
endeavoured to take his head firom off his 
shoulders.^' 

Nero, that monster of mimtdnd, cau^ his' 
modier to be put to death ; and afterWard^ to be' 
ripped up, ttot he might see where he once lay. 

Selim, the great Turk, and the first of diat 
name, caused his hiher Bajazet to be poisoned^- 
by the help of his janizaries. 
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Tke J^inp^rer Heo^ V • by focee d^piivi^ Ui 
fatb^ei; of the empire, audi caused bim tf^ d|a mi- 
30kiibly in pi;iBiOQ. 

Tbe EmperQr JFiederick ^I. was naij^ecaUlj 
slaiq by hi^ son ManfrQy, aftec a r^ga.Qf ikittj: 
years. 

ilLdoIphus, jSing of.Oeldiia^ led his fiitberia 
tdbe Sight fi«e miles, in the depth of lyinter^ to 
a. misecable prisop^ where he confine^ hifn. 
Aad when the empecor offered biai con^itipns 
to lethipii q^ty. h^ answered he woi|ld cadier 
ca^tbk father hea4k>i>g:4p^ a weU^ and tfarovn 
hkpself jafter l^im,. tlp^n; he would let. him out 
OD.sfiQb.t^rmf;. < 

Brcfthreiji; a)30^ baxe sf>ught.one ai^Qthc^'s ru^a,' 
HoivVididJ^M hate lus. brother JsK^ Il^re-* 
^\^d to aif^y him!;, apd^pn that acc9iiiQt paused 
bim to gq ii^to^anoti^ q9UQtfy^ wb^iie, he con^ 
tiftUed >t>vwty yeai;s an \ exile ftOfA his. father's: 
house.* 

lioWf <i^ Joscf^^bretbren bate b^in ! ^)ien 
they, savf-tb? a^g«*i«ih . of bis soul^ ijifeir, bo^^ 
did; iK^cfl^t^ neither for bis sake, nor for. the. 
s^c^ Qfhf* ffitber*t . :♦ ; 

f Gen. xxviL 41, f Qen.pu^l^ ,< - 
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What a dreadful slaughter did Abimelech 
make of his brethren, the sons of Gideon ! he 
slew threescore and ten of them upon one 
stone.''^ 

Jehoram, the wicked King of Judah^ a grace- 
less sop of a gracious father, King Jehoshaphat, 
slew all hb brethren at one dme.f 

Jioniulus, that he might reign alone, slew his 
brother Remus, only for leaping over the wall 
of bis <iew city. 

Bassiarus, the son of Severus, the Romaa 
emperor, that he might enjoy the sovereignty 
alone, slew his brother with a dagger, as he lay 
in his mother's arms! 

^n»e above are not selected as chi^acterjstic 
of domestic life, nor should these instances tend 
lomake ps dij^usted with society; but they af-^ 
f^urd ps awful specimeos of human depravity, 
aii4 abe^ us bow evil principles, when indulged, 
violate all the laws of nature and reason ; that 
happiiiess is not always to be found in near re* 
Iative% nor kuman friendship always to be re<^ 
lied op. 

* Judges ix; 6. f ^ Chron. xxi. 4. 
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Reader, have you seen the inconstancy of 
n^an; have you considered the frailty of human 
nature ; or have you suffered by the un&ithful- 
ness of those from, whom you expected better 
diings? — Remember, there is a Friend above, 
whose counsels you do well to follow ; on whose 
faithfulness you may depend ; and whose pre- 
sence can afford you the highest enjoyment, not 
only in the midst of changing scenes, and dying 
friends, but in the valley of the shadow of death, 
and in the realms of eternal glory. 



ALL WORLDLY PROSPERITY. 

Fin AttY,iis*to all the world and the highest 
state of prosperity^ what is it If The aposde 
sBys, " the fashion (the. masquerade) of this 
world passeth away /** " It is,** says Solomon, 
^* Vanity of Vanities, yea, all is Vanity /'f As 
one observes, " TTiese earthly thuigs, though 
they make a fair and gaudy show, yet it is all 

% 

. * 1 Cor. vii. 31. f Eocl. i. 3. 
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nothing but show and appearance. As bubbles 
blown into the air will represent a variety of 
orient and glittering colours, through the refl«%c-^ 
tion of light cast upon them ; so truly this world, 
this earth on which we live is nothing else but a 
great bubble, blown up by the breath of God 
in the midst of the air where it now hangs. It 
sparkles with ten thousand glories ; not that they 
are so in themselves, but only that they seem so 
to lis through the false light by which we look 
upon them. If we come to grasp it, like a thin 
film, it breaks, and leaves nothing but wind and 
disappointment in our hands : as history reports 
of the fruits that grow near the Dead Sea, where 
once Sodom and Gommorrah stood : they ap- 
pear very fair and beautiful to the eye, but if 
they be crushed, turn immediately to smoak ^nd 
ashes. 

*' Indeed, the whole use of what we so much 
dote upon, is merely fancy,* and to make our- 



* Tfarassyllns, it is said, noted down all the ships 
that arrived at the port of Athens, thinking them and 
thehr merchandise to he all his own. And when cared 
of that pleasant madness, confessed that he never in 
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selves needy we have invented an artificial kind 
of riches ; which are no more necessary to the 
service of sober nature^ than jewels and brace* 
lets were to the Plane Tree which Xerxes so 
ridiculously adorned. And although we eagerly 
pursue these things^ and count ourselves poor 
and indigent without them, yet^ possibly right 
reason will dictate that they are no more need- 
ful to us, than to brute, or senseless creatures; 
and that it would be altogether as ridiculous foir 
a man to be decked with them^ as for a beast or 
plant, were it but as uncommon. These pre- 
cious trifles, when they are hung about us, make 
no more to the warmth, or defence of the body^ 
than if they were hung upon a tree, they coiild 
•make its leaves more veixhrnt, or its shade more 
refreshing. Doth any man lie the softer because 
his bed posts are gilt? doth his meat and drink 
relish the better because served up in gold? la 
his house more convenient, because better carved 



his whde life enjoyed so much content, as in that con- 
ceited wealth those ships brought him. Thus, alas ! 
too many solace themsetves with imaginary good, and 
siqxpose they possess much, when after aU they h^ve 
nothing. 
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or painted ? or are his clothes more fit, because 
more fiisbionable than others ? And if they are 
not necessary to these natural uses, all that is 
left diem is but fancy aftid opinion. Indeed 
mankind cozen themselves by compact^ and by 
setting a value upon things that are rare, have 
made many think themselves poor; whiereas 
God made all equally Mrealtliy, had they not 
artificially impoverished themselves. It is no- 
thing but conceit that makes the 'difference be*, 
tween the richest and the meanest, if both enjoy 
necessaries. For what are all superfluous riches, 
but a load that men's covetousness lays upon 
them ? They are like Roman slaves, that were 
wont to carry heavy burdens of bread, upon 
their backs, whereof others eat as large a share 
as they. Whatever is more than sufficient to 
satisfy the cravings of nature, is of no other use 
but only to look upon. Our lands, our houses, 
and fair estates are but pictures of things. The 
poorest who see them, enjoy as much of them 
as ourselves : yea, and if we could be contented 
with reason, every thing that we behold with 

our eyes, is as much ours as it is the owners."* 

^ii^.— i— — ■ I ■ I III I I.I II ■ ^ ■ 

* Hopkins. 



70 

Reader, if these things be so, then we may 
learn the folly of setting our hearts on earthly 
things. They are not worthy that supreme at- 
tachment we often p^ to them. Should not 
our affections be fixed on objects suitable to our 
nature ? It is wise to strive for that which is 
not congenial with our happiness. What should 
we* think of a Merchant if he purchased a ca- 
pacious vessel; fitted it out at a great expense, 
and made a long and dangerous voyage, only to 
bring home a few worthless pebbles ? Now 
this is but a picture of the conduct of those who 
are seeking for happiness in mere sublunary 
things. They labour and toil, they are at great 
cost, they encounter the boisterous waves, they 
surmount many dangers, and after all what do 
they obtain, but a few trifles, while they, leave 
the precious treasures behind ? There are very 
few but what like to have something to shew 
for the pains they have taken ; but what have 
the men of this world to produce, as worthy of 
notice and approbation? Let us search .their 
cabinet; let us ask for the reward they haye re- 
ceived for their labours : AiziA ! instead of being 
^ble to shew us any thing valuable; on the 
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contrai^f we can hardly discern any thing but 
the evil effects which their rashness, sensudity, 
and imprudence have brought on their constitu- 
tion, family, or property ! . Now he who looks 
higher than the present scene, who, while he 
thankfully enjoys the blessings of Providence, 
and seek^ the one thing needful, finds a different 
reward : his voyage indeed is not without dif- 
ficulties, he b not disappointed in his object ; 
he does not labour for nought ; his vessel con- 
tains the inestimable treasure which cannot be 
taken firom him. 'V Happy therefore, it is said, 
is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding. For the merchan- 
dize of it is better than the merchandize of sil- 
ver, and the gsdn thereof than fine gold. She 
is more precious than rubies : and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto 
her. Length of days is in her right hand, 
and in her left hand riches and honour. Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. She is a tree of life to them that 
lay hold upon her; and happy is every one that 
retaineth her."* 

♦ Prov. ill. 13— la 
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It is dus then that makes us rich toward God| 
and produces real contentment in the mind. 
Here is no en^aciated constitution du%ugh sin ; 
no bitter work for repentance ; no stinging re« 
flections on lost character ; no wishing fcfr anm-' 
hilation; no cursing the day of our birtii; no 
black despair^ and fearful looking for of judg- 
ment No! guilt is done away; divine Kght 
cheers up tiie countenance; peace sways her 
sceptre over the soul^ and sweet hope brightens 
into radiance in the view of an eternal world; 
What are all things here in comparison with 
this? Why^ even the poorest Christian may vie 
witii all the world. — " Drop millions of gold, 
boundless revenues, ample territories, crowns 
and sceptres ; and a poor, despised Christian 
lays bis one God against all these, and beggars 
them all/'* 

* Hopkins^ 
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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 

Having now taken a short survey of earthly 
good; having endeavoured to answer the en- 
quiry as to the present state, let us proceed to 
make some enquiries as to those important ob- 
jects which relate to our future welfare. And 
00 Wy my reader, have you ever seriously consi- 
dered that there is a God ? ' Can you for a mo- 
ment suppose Jthe contrary i What rational ac- 
count could you give of the existence of all 
things, without believing in a Supreme Power? 
How extraordinary is it, if there be no God^ 
that a sense of a divinity is impressed upoa 
every man's miind. How strange would it 
sound, if one should say^ the housb in which you 
now are, erected itself, or came there by chance; 
that the different apartments all aitanged them- 
selves just as you see them ; that the furniture 
happily met together without the contrivance 
and design of any living creature ; or, that the 
whole was there from eternity i Would not this 
be absurd in the extreme : but how much more 

E 
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80, to suppose that the sun/the moon, the stars, 
the trees, the seas, the mountains, all came hj 
chance, or existed of themselves from everlast- 
ing. But, my reader, I will not insult your 
understanding so much, as to suppose you are 
an atheist. I will suppose you do believe in 
the existence of a God. This being granted, 
let me ask^ have you ever considered what he 
is ? has your mind ever been solemnized with 
die becoming thoughts of his greatness? If not, 
IS it not absolutely necessary, is it not high time, 
that you, as a rational, accountable creature, 
should seek to know him? What! live in his 
■world, fed at his table, clothed by his liberality, 
supported by his power, and not know him? 
*What! not know your friend, your niaker, your 
benefactor, your preserver? What! afhis dis- 
posal; your life dependent on his will; your 
happiness derived from' him alone, and your aiU 
at his control — ^and not know him ? What ! be- 
hold the heavens, adorned with light; the earth, 
variegated with ten thousand beauties; thepasr 
tures, clothed with flocks ; the vdlies, covered 
over with* com ; and the years, crowned vWth 
his goodness, — ^and all for your benefit* and plea- 
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sure: — and not know him ? What! behold his 
li^tniiigs dart their fires ; hear his thunders roU 
jfjbng the heavens ; feel the earth trembling 
lind^ you, while the dark jand awful tempest is 
swj^ing ^ before it— ^andnot know him ?-^ 
0,)re«der! with what have you been eogaged? 
what, objects have exercised your atteotion, that 
JQU ^ould not have considered your obligatiop 
to j^im> ^V in whom you live, move, an4 have 
your ,beingJ" Have you not been lost to re- 
Hection, have you not been guilty of the highest 
ang^atitude? Come, then, and let us with reve- 
4:ence contemplate his. perfections. Observe his 
^ritmlity ; for he is not flesh and blood as we 
are, hut ^a spirit invisible, whom no man hath 
seen or can see ; neither hath any man heard 
his voice, at any time, nor seen his shape."^ His 
miity;(ox though there be a plurality of per- 
sons in Ihe divine Elssence, yet there is but onte 
^Ojd. ^fH^ar, O Israel, for the Lord our God 
is one Lord. I am the first, and I am the last, 
and besides me there is no God; before me 



* John iv. 24. 1 Tim. vL 10. Hebrews id. 27. 
Jqbn ii» )8* Jpb v. 37. 

£ 2 
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there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after me."* His eternity and self-exist' 
ence ; '^ for he is the eternal God, and livedi 
for ever and ever."1* His holiness. '* There 
is none holy as the Lord. He is the rock; 
his work is perfect ; all his ways are judgment ; 
a God of truth, and without iniquity; just and 
right is he."J His immutability ; for " he is 
not a n^an that he should lie, nor the son of man 
that he should repent I am the Lord;. I 
change not, therefore the sons of Jacoh are not 
consumed. He is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever.''§ His omniscience ; " His eyes 
Bxe in every place, beholding the evil and the 
good. All things are naked and open unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. He b 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.''|| His 
omnipresence. ** He filledi all in all. Can 
any hide hims^elf in secret places, that I shall 
not see him ? Do I not fill heaven and eardi? 



♦ Deut. vi. 4, and iv. 35. 

t Deut xxxiii. 27. Rev. iv. 9. 

X Deut xxxii. 4. ^ 

§ Numbers xxiii. 19. Malachi ill. 6. Ueb. xiiL 8. 

II Proverbs xv. 9. Hebrews iv. 11. 1 John 1 3. 
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saith the Lord."* His wisdom. " He is wise 
in hearty he is wonderful in counsel, and excd- 
lent in working ; the only wise God."t His . 
power. " The Lord is mighty in strength^ ex- 
cellent in power ; who is like unto him ? Th^re 
is nothing too hard for the Lord : power be- 
longeth unto G«d. He^ is almighty, and can 
do every thing/'J His justice. " He is ex- 
cellent in judgment, and in plenty of justice. 
He is righteous in all his works which he doeth. 
He is just, and the justifier of them that be- 
lieve."§ His faithfulness. '^ He is the faithful 
God, which keepetb covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his command- 
ments. He is faithful who hath promised. He* 
keepeth truth for ever."|| His goodness. " He is 
good to all. The earth is full of his goodness. 
He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and th^ 
good."^ His mercy. ** As a father pitieth his 

* £pb. i. 23. Jeremiah xxiii. 23, 24. 
t Job ix. 4. Isaiah xxviii. 29. 1 Tun. i. 17. 
i Job ix. 4. Job xxxvii. 23. Jeremiali xxxii. 17* 
Psa. Ixii. 2. Job xlii. 2. 
§ Job xxxvii. 23. Dan. ix. 14. Romans iii. 26. 
II Dent. vii. 9. Heb. ii. 1 1 . Psa. cxlvi. 6. 
f Psa. cxlv. 9. Psa. xxxiii. 5. Matt. v. 15. 

i; 3 
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children, so he pitieth them that fear him. His 
mercy endureth for ever. He will abundantly 
pardon/'* 

Ib liot such a glorious Being as this theu 
Worthy of your regard ? Can any thing be more 
reasonable^ thah that you should fear, Ibve^ and 
obey him ? If the very heathien thought if pro- 
per to worship the objiects in creatiod whiiih' 
were beneficial to them, hov^^ much more should 
you devote yourself to Him, \vho is the pi^ 
of every good and perfect gift ? Consider that 
you have hitherto lived to little purpose, if you 
have not lived to Him. Let me intreat you, 
therefore, fefVently to consider, that this ii^ es- 
sentialty necessary t6 your present and everlast- 
ing welfare. Go, then, and kneel before Him. 
Retire, and confess your ti^ansgressioni^. Im- 
plore his grace, and se^^ his blessing. He w31 
hear your supplicati6ns ; he Will bfe merciful 
unto you ; he will not suffer you to seek in 
vain. He hath said, " Ask, and ye shall have; 
se^k, and ye sh^ find ; kiiock, and the door 
shall be opened unto you."t 



-V 



. * Psalln ciii. 15. Psalm cxxxvi. Isaiah Iv. 7. 

j- Matt vii. 7. 
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THE BIBLE. 

Should you begin to feal somer concern 
about your finaLstate ; should youlamant your 
ignonmce^ and complain that you have had few 
advantages^, and should you be desirous of in- 
struction, then attend to a few hints I shall hero, 
suggest. Yqu have heard^ I suppose, of ^ 
book called the Bible; but perhaps yoahave 
never read it with any attention. Now, what 
is this book? Infidels an(l profligates would 
tell you, that it is a cunningly devised ^ble: 
because it does not countenance them in thek 
licentiousness, they reject it. But, my reader, 
it is worthy of your perusal ; for it has all the 
mari^s of divine authority upon it. Man being 
an ignorant^ sinful creature, unable by hbs own 
power to find out the way to happiness, stood 
in need of a divine revelation. Without this, 
we eao gain no information as to a future state ; 
how we shall find acceptance with God ; how 
our sins aie to be expiated, or justice satisfied. 
Now, here we find all that is necessary to be 

£ 4 
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known, in relation to these important points. 
Here we are informed that God is just, and . 
that^ although we have broken his law and de- 
serve his wrath, yet he is willing to forgive 
through the merits of his Son. So that, reader, 
you may take up this book with the highest 
joy, as containing what is of more importance^ 
than all things beside — the delightful tidii^ of 
salvation to lost sinners. Though its style is 
sublime, it» language majestic; yet there is a 
simplicity that runs through the whole, admira- 
bly adapted to our capacities. It was penned, , 
indeed, at various times, by different writers, 
and in differeiit places ; yet there is no contra- 
diction : one grand harmony pervades the whole. 
Its prophecies, doctrines, providences, precepts, 
history, promises ; all tend to the same object — " 
the glory of God in the salvation of man. You 
need not suspect it, therefore, to be the pro- 
duction of designing and wicked men; since it 
opposes their system, condemns their practice, 
and proclaims their misery and destruction. 
That it is divinely inspired, is evident, if you 
consider how its prophecies have heen accom- 
plished ; what miracles have been wrought ia 
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Gonfirmation of its truth; how faoly^ how de^ 
voted, how agreed were its .writers; how won- 
derfully it has been preserved, in the midst of 
the greatest opposition; how exactly it de-^ 
scribes things as th^y are ; and what astonishing 
effects it has produced. Now then, reader, 
this is the very book you should consult, in or- 
der to be wise unto salvation. '^ It is profita- 
ble for doctrine, reproof, correction, and in- 
struction in righteousness.^'^ This will furnish 
you with all necessary information, both as to 
your duty towards God and man. Delay no 
longer^ then, to consult it Were you to be 
informed, that an epistle Ax)m some illustrious 
prince were directed to you, I suppose you 
would scarcely sleep till yt>u had perused it. 
What agitation, w^at concern, what expecta* 
tion would be raised in your breast ! Now here 
is a volume actually addressed to you, which 
^ contains intelligence of the utmost importance^ 
. written by the finger of him who is the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. Here your character 
is drawn. Here your wants are stated. Here 

* 2 Tim. iii. 16^ * ' 
£ 5 
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your condition ii^ pointed out ; here your re- 
medy exhibited. Here you will find every 
thing essential to your happiness^ for the life 
that now is^ and that which is to come. Let a 
portion then be frequently read ; implore light 
from heaven to understand^ and fcM* grace to 
practise it. Say with one of old, ** Op^n thou 
min^ eyes^ that I may behold wotidrous things 
out of thy law. So shall you find that in know- 
ing and keeping it there is great reward/'* 



CHRISTIANITY. 

Having now stated the authority and excel- 
lency of the Bible in a general way, it will be 
"necessary to examine,' more particularly, the 
important system it contains. In the former 
part of this little work, we have made some en- 
'^uiries as to the nature and condition of man : 
we considered him as frail, depraved, and imb- 
ject to mortality. Now, in perusing the Bible 
we do not find it to be a treatise on astrofipomy, 

* Psa* cxik. 16. Fslu xix. 11. 
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philosophy^ polities, history^ rhetoric^ or any of 
the sciences; but here is one grand subject 
meets our eye. Now, then, the enquiry is. 
What is this ; whdt is ti that forms the promi- 
neni leading point of the sacred scriptures? It 
is, my reader, nothing less than the ** gloriou3 
gospel of the blessed God/^ It is a system oi 
mercy ; a display of the divine glory ia the ever- 
lasting salvation of all who believe, through the 
merits of his Son Jesus Christ, and the purify- 
ing operations of the divine Spirit. Hear the 
language of scripture, — "God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten S^n, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasUng life. This is a fakfaful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Be 
it known i^nto you, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins ; and by him^U that believe ^.ve 
justified from all things^ from which they could 
not be justified by the law of Mosei^ Ye ai^ 
washed; ye are sanctified; ye are justified ia 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the 
Spirit of our God. He is able to save to the 
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uttermost^ all who come unto God by him.^* 
Prom these scriptures, you may learn the na- 
ture, the cause, and the means of- man's salva- 
tion. But you may be ready to ask, is this 
system true ? Here then, my reader, let us 
answer the enquiry. It is well known that there 
were certain prophecies, delivered at sundry 
times and in different places, relative to the ad- 
vent of a Messiah that should atone for the 
transgressions of men. These prophecies have 
been exactly fulfilled, as to the personage, birth, 
character, circumstances, place of residence, 
life, sufferings, work, death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ. Several writers 
were employed in componng his life, in which 
they all agreed, and whose testimony cannot 
be doubted, unless we doubt the truth of aU his- 
tory. Their narrations are simple, but not 
mean; luminous, but not dazzling; popular, 
but not declamatoiy ; clear, but not systematic. 
There appears no design of writing for their 
own advantage, to perpetuate tlieir own names, 



* John iii. 16. 1 Tim. i. 15. Acts xiU. 38, 39. 
1 Cor. vi. 11. Heb. vii! 26. 
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nor to gain applause from mankind. They r^ 
cord their own faults; they lavish no enco- 
miums on themselves ; they cast no reflections 
on others. They state the facts as they happen- 
ed ; they leave those facts to speak for them- 
selves ; they make no comments of their own. 
Considering how the Saviour was treated^ widi 
what contempt his cause was held by the world^ 
they could not have been under any temptar 
tion to invent a story of this kind. This would 
have been to expose themselves to danger ; it 
wotild have been studiously forging a lie^ for 
the very purpose of condemning themselves to 
death. Had Christianity beep an imposture, 
the very manner which they took to establish it 
would have been the most likely to have over- 
thrown it at once. The miracles, too, which 
were wrought were so numerous^ so open, and 
of so singular and extraordinary a nature, that 
clearly proved it could be no imposition. 
Now it is certain that the apostles, although 
opposed by some, did gain very early credit^^ , 
and met with success in the world. The facts 
recorded in the gospel they insisted on to the 
last; nor could poverty nor persecution, re- 
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proach nor want^ contempt nor threatenu^ 
sufferings nor death, change their sentiments, 
nor destroy their faith. Multitudes were brought 
to believe in the same doctrines: the system 
gained ground, and has been preserved to the 
present day, notwithstanding all the efforts of 
infidels and persecutors to stop its progress. 
Indeed, the evidence of die tiuth of Christiamty 
has always been accumulating. Consider its 
surprising propagation, and the wonderful ef- 
fects it lias had on mankind. Plato complained 
that he could not bring over the inhabitants of 
one village to live by the rules of his philoso- 
phy ; but this has abased the proud, civilized 
the barbarian, awakened the insensible, curbed 
the ambitious, reformed the prodigal, and con- 
ferred happiness and peace on millions of mai^ 
kind. Whole nations have felt its effects ; c^vil 
institutions have been improved by it ; the tone 
of morals has been raised ; and even the very 
cruelties of war have been lessened by its in-« 
flaence. Nor, reader, must you forget that it 
is giready confirmed by the accomplishment of 
itb prophecies, in the various events now trans^ 
^ing jifii the world* The very opposition of its 
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adversaries, too, have also been overruled; and 
the evidence has gained considerable strength 
by the very attacks made against it. The tes-» 
tiBionies of heathen writers might hei*^ be men- 
tioned. Tacitus, who lived near the ag^ of 
Christ or his apostles, assures us, that, in Ne* 
ro's time, who began his reign about twenty 
years after Christ, that there were vast multi^ 
tudes of Christians, not only in Judea, but in 
Rome, against whom^ it is well knowii^ he 
raised the most violent persecution. The same 
author records, that Pontius Pilate was gover* 
nor of Judea, that Jesus was brought into 
judgment before him, and by him condemned 
and crucified. Julian the apostate, Porphyry^ 
and Hierocles, all of them professed enemies 
to Christianity, confessed that many miraculous 
cures and works, out of the ordinary course of 
nature, were wrought by Christ. Pliny writes 
an account to the Emperor Trajan, of the great 
multitudes he every where found of diem, and 
oi the respectability of their moral chi^racter. 
Phlegon, in his Annals.donfessed, ^' That Jesus 
foretold several things, which came to pass ao 
cordilig to bis predictions.^ . Besides these I&- 
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timonies, many others might be brqughC for^ 
ward, but these shall suffice. There is no reason 
to doubt, then, the truth of the Christian reli- 
gion; and Mho is there, that has any concern 
for his eternal happiness, 'that would wish it to 
be untrue? It is here that God is seen merci- 
ful and gracious, long suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth. It is here we find how 
sin can be pardoned, how our nature can be pu- 
rified, and how t6 obtain everlasting life. Co^e 
then, reader ; let me entreat you to examine 
this system for yourself. Take the Bible, and 
consider what it prohibits, what it commands, 
what it promises ; what it holds up to your view, 
as worthy of attention and regard. If you h^ve 
hitherto so lived that you find yourself con- 
. demned by it, then consider it as the best friend 
that warns you of your danger. It will, indeed) 
give no countenance to sia ; it will not allow 
you to indulge in secret iniquity ; it will not suf^ 
fer you to make light of it ; but if you feel a 
sorrow for it, — if you know what it is to have 
a broken and contrite heart, it will be found to 
be the only remedy'suited to your case. ^' Come 
unto me/' said the Saviour^ *^ all ye that labour 
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and are heavy laden^ and I will give you rest. 
Take tny yoke upon yoU| and learn of me \ for 
I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall iiad 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.''* 



THE SOUL. 

But perhaps some of my readers care for 
ifone of these things ; or^ if they da believe that 
Christianity is true^ it produces no effect on 
them. They live in a state of indifierencC; atid 
care but little about their final happiness. Let 
me remind such, then, of their real state. Do 
you consider you possess an imnK)rtal soul ; 
Ijiat you have a vital principle within you that 
can never be extinguished f Have you ever 
c<msidered how capacious are its desires i how 
eagerly it is bent on the enjoyment of happiness ? 
that after it has tried ten thousand objects^ it 
flings them away, and wants thousands more ? 



■* r 
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that its desires rise beyond tbe bounds of every 
thing here ? 

Dbes not this prove that there must be some* 
tfaiug h^;her thtfn earthly enjoyments to satisfy it^ 
And what is this but the Supreme Grood i A soul 
without this is a world of confusion^ of disap- 
pointed desires^ of restlessness^ of mortification, 
alid of misery. But when God is the object of 
its affections, when he is the object of its de- 
pendance, then, and then alone, does its hap- 
piness begin': for thus hath the Almighty de- 
creed, that none of his creatures shall find baj^ 
piness but in him, and that all beside shidl be 
vanity and vexation of spirit* 

While the soul possesses such capacioios de« 
sires, consider too that it is immortal. Man is 
not a little animated matter, created with a few 
organs of sense, to move only for a few years in 
ihe present world. ^^ If this were the case, the 
dignity of man would make his misery. His 
deures of immortal duration, his faculty of think* 
ingand rejecting, of expanding and perpetuating 
the mind — this superiority of soul that seems 
to elevate mankind above beasts, actually place 
the beast above the man, and render their coi>- 
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dition enviable. They, content with their own 
organs, pleased with ranging the fields, and 
browsing the herbage, their desires need no 
reWratat; all theirwishcs are sfttisfied-^while the 
s6u^<yf man abounds oh the one heind with in^ 
saddble desires, and on the other is confined 
amidst VidA and unsatis^tory objects, and, on 
diiis aiccotmt, mufet be unhappy.'^ Consider 
thea^ that you , Jrire art' immortal being. You 
cai^^i^ ai^hSillate yoursfelf. Yon Cannot fell into 
2iit ^j^sttiA sleep. You cani^ot be lost amid the 
jifOiniscuous crowd that shall rise from the dead. 
^ Tfce heatenii shall pass away with a great 
ik>ii^, and ih^ elements shall melt with fervent 
hesft ;f tliie earth also, and the works that are 
ftefein, shall be bntned up ;"f but yon shalf 
i^s^tn^. No matter can crush, no fire c^tt 
(feftroy, no floods can overwhelm, no power caftf 
|jfBft an eiiwJ to yoirtr existence. Your dnration 
canno{ be. measured. If once in ten thousand 
y6are ft single grain of earth cotild be annihilated, 
ftie vrtiole, in a course of time, might all be 
j'efnoved. If olice in ten thousand years a drop 

* Saorin. f 2 Peter iii. 10. 
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of water could be taken from the ocean^ it might 
in time be exhausted^ But what is this to eter- 
mtyi After all, you would exist, and be no 
nearer to dissolution, than at the first moment 
when you began to breadie. How awful then i& 
the reflection, that you are created to live for 
ever! Whatever be your condition on earth, 
whether rich or poor, ignorant or learned, young 
or old, happy or miserable, you carry about 
with you an immortal spirit. You may banish 
reflection, but you are immortal still. You may 
plunge into scenes of licentiousness, but yoa 
cannot plunge into oblivion. Youmayd^rade 
your nature, but you cannot destroy it. You 
may stifle conscience, and sin away your time^ 
but you cannot sin away your immortality. Your 
mortal. frame, it is true, will ere long perish; 
but your soul will not descend with it to the 
grstve, btft be transmitted to another world, to be 
bappy or miserable for ever. 

How solemn then is the dipught^ yet how 
strange that men should be affected with every 
thing more than this ! Were y«)u to lose your 
character, you would feel the deepest concern { 
were you deprived of all your property, how 
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would you be grieved! If you were to lose i 
cause on which much of your happiness de- 
pended, you would be ready to despair. If you 
were to lose the friend on whom you have set 
your affections, how would you weep and 
mourn] But the thought of losing yourself, of 
losing your soul, of being in danger of ever- 
lasting separation from God, the fountain of 
happiness, has never perhaps seriously affected ' 
your mind as it ought to have done ! O how 
strange to put a less price on your soul than 
on any thing beside ; to prefer a few sordid 
joys, a few transient vanities, an external show, 
to a treasure so infinitely valuable ! How truly 
lamentable to see an immortal being so eager 
after the pleasures of sense ; so alive to mere 
. secular interest ; so merged in the affairs of 
diis life ; and so keen in his pursuit after sub- 
lunary objects — ;yet, after all, when he obtains 
them they cannot make him happy ; and if they 
could, he cannot carry them with him to an- 
other world. — Reader, say is not this folly,, is 
BOt this irrationality ? ** Be astonished, O ye 
heavens, at this, and be ye horribly afraid ; be 
ye very desolate, ssuth the Lord. For my 
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people have committed two evils ; they have 
forsaken me, the foimtaip of livbg waters, aiid 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water ."'*' But we will now proceed 
more particularly to make some enquiries as to 
a future state. 



THE RESURRECTION. 

We have already considered the shortness of 
liuman life, and that the soul cannot die with the 
body : but there is reason to believe that, the body 
shall be raised again. This may appear a very 
mysterious doctrine to some, and the infidel may 
rather wish ^o cherish the idea of eternal sleep 
than believe it. But there is nothing unrea$on^ 
able in the supposition. In the natural system 
we see something of it. Hence, says the 
Apostle> '^ Thou fool ! that which thou sowest 
is not quickened, except it die.''f To say it 
is impossible would be ridiculous. If Qmni- 

■ ■■■■-■ 

. * • • ■ ■ - 4 

• Jen iL 1?, 13. f 1, Cor. xv^dO. 
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petence made all things at first, in the different 
forms in which they now appear, he can by the 
game power unite the parts which are dissolved* 
Hb omniscience distinguishes every ajtoQd in the 
universe ; and we know that with him alL.thbgs 
are possibla. It is also equitable- The body if 
one constituent part of man. It is but right.it 
should be rewarded or pumshed with the a^uL 
The same body that sinned must suffer ; the same 
diat waa devoted to the service of God shall be 
made^lorious. Not that every partide which ever 
beloiiged to die human frame shall be restored 
to k| bnt all that is necessary to identify it as the 
aaone body shall be rsMfled. Hear the scripture : 
^' Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall. hear .the voiom 
of the Son of God, and they , that hear shall 
lire. Why should it be thou^t a thing incre- 
dible, with you, that God should raise the dead? 
There diall be a resurrection of the dead both 
of the juat.aod the unjust. Though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flejsh 
dsali I see God, wjbom I shall see for myself, 
aodmy. eyes b(^(dd,.and not another. ^If there 
be no resunection of the dead, then is Christ 
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not risen. We shall be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye. He shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of th^ 
archangel, and with the trump of God. The 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised. Tliey that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake ; Bome to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt.^''^ 

These are only a few passages out of many 
wluch might be quoted, and which plainly assert 
that there shall be a resurrection. This shall be 
universaL All the sons and daughters of Adam, 
of every nation, age, or condition. What an 
awful, sight to behold unnumbered millions all 
starting into existence to receive the sentence of 
their final doom! '' The sea (says John) gave 
up the dead which were in it, and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them.'*+ 
At the voice of the Redeemer, every grave shall 
open, every tomb unfold its doors; the earth 
^hall yield back its deposit, and the whole uni- 



* John v. 25, 26. Aets xxvi.^. Ibidxxiv. 15. Job 
%i^» 26, 27. 1 Cor. xv. 4. 1 Thess. iv. 16. Pan, xii. 2. 
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Terse ^Ul afK>rd the most griUid^ yet the most 
awful sceae ever beheld. The wicked, it is 
imd, slifttl rise to shaine ; filled witli consterna- 
tion, and trembling to approach the awful 
Judge. The righteous shall rejoice with joy 
inexpressible. . Their bodies shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and be made like unto Christ's glo- 
riotts body. No more subject to sickness nor 
pain, no external violence nor internal disease 
«hall injure them. They shall be raised spiritual 
bodies, active and refined, fit for spiritual exer- 
icises, and, united to the soul,, shall dwell for 
ever in the world of glory. 

When this shall take place we know iiot ; and 
therefore how necessary is it that we be r«ady, 
that we may be found of him in peace. Reader, 
^^an you look forward to this awful day without 
GOBcem i Is it nothing to you how you shall 
rise? Have you never thought in what state 
you shall appear among all these myriads ? If, 
in the dark gloom of this very night, you should 
bear the trumpet sound, would you not be filled 
with horror i would you not shriek and cry for 
mercy i or, would you endeavour to compose 
yourself with the thought that you should be as 

F 
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safe as others ? O Bsk, whether it be not the 
highest wisdom now to consider your ways ; for 
as you live and die^ so will you be found at the 
resurrection mom. Now then is the time to 
seek a part in the resurrection of the just. Come 
and listen to him who said, ** I am the resur- 
rection and the life : he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live. And 
whosoever liveth.and believeth in me shall never 
die : believest thou this ?"* 



But it is not only the resunection of the body, 
but a 

JUDiGMENT 

To come; that we are called upon to believe* 
The description of this awful scene is given us 
by our Saviour in the following words : — " Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 



» John xi. 25, 26. 
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of Ihe world. Fpr I ^vas an hungred, aud ye 
gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
to drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me in ; 
naked, and ye clothed me : I was sick, and ye 
visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me^ Then shall the righteous answer him, say^ 
ing. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and 
took thee in i or naked, aud clothed thee f Or 
when saw we thee sick, or inprbon,and came 
unto thee ? And the Kin^ shall answer and say 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then 
shall he say unto them on the left hand. Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. For I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me no meat ; I was 
thirsty,, and ye gave me no drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and 
ye clothed me not ; sick and in prison, and ye 
visited me not. Then shall they also answer 
him, saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hun- 
gred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, 
or in prison, and did not minister unto thee ? 
Then shall he answer them, saying. Verily I 

F 2 
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say tnto youj, inasmuch as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal."* 

However some may aifect to make light of 
this, let it be remembered, that the justice of 
God requires it. In the present state, the 
wicked are often exalted, while the righteous are 
depressed and persecuted. The principles of 
truth and justice do not sway all mankind. Re^ 
ligion has often been driven into a comer, while 
wiqkedncss has triumphed, and been openly 
sanctioned und practised by the generality. 
How has ambition and the lust of dominion 
ravaged the world, thrown down altars, depo- 
pulated kingdoms, laid waste the fruitful fields, 
and caused torrents of human blood to flow iii 
all directions? How have some, lost to aH 
sense of feeling, reason, or truth, played the 
tyrant, violated the most sacred rights, trampled 
on the laws of God, and fettered the consciences 
of men ? Alas ! what horrid spectacles of cru- 
elty and blood have been produced by inqui^ 

♦ Matt. XXV. 34 to 46. 



tors, oppressors, and despots! While they have 
been rioting in luxury and wantonnesiS, the in- 
nocent have been confined in the gloomy dun- 
geon, bound to the stake, or expiring on the 
wheel. What scenes of iniquity have been car- 
ried on, too, by the hypocrite, the infipostor, 
the ungrateful, the proud infidel! Shall all 
these be connived at by him who is an infinitely 
holy God ? Is it possible that there shall be no 
retribution ? Shall the blood of the slain cry for 
vengeance in vain I Shall crimes of the deepest 
dye be never so much as examined ? and cul- 
prits, because they had means of escape here, 
be never brought to the tribunal of justice here- 
after ? Let not men deceive themselves ; '^ for 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil/'* Sometimes, indeed, we see 
the wicked suffer in this Ufe; for, as it has been 
often remarked, were not some punished here, 
men might conclude that God bad forsaken the 
earth ; but if all were punished here, then they 
would imagine there was no judgment to come. 



* JScclos. xii. 14. 
F 3 
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The accusations of consdence are no saial 
testimonies in favoinr of the last judgment 
'^ which shew/' as the apostle observes/ '^ th 
work of the law wiitten in their hearts ;.thei 
conscience also bearing witness, and thei 
thoughts, the mean while, accusing, or ek 
excusing one another/'* Some consciences, i 
is true, are seared as with a hot iron ; but ^tnem 
are few persons but what have an idea of i 
sqpt^me law, and that tbey are m a state o 
dependance and accountability. It is exceed 
tngly difficult, indeed, for a man to divest him 
3elf of the belief of a Deity. He must be suni 
nearly to the level of a brute when this is th^ 
case. There are moments in the lives of |h< 
most dissipated, when conscience lifts up k 
voice, and makes the delinquent tremUc 
Could yf% but follow him into secrecy, it i 
more than probable but we should hear hin 
saying, ** I cannot, after alt, but think there i 
a God. I fear I must be accountable to him 
It is no use to flatter myself-^— I must die. The8< 
pleasures cannot be always enjoyed : these vice 
■ ■■ ■■ . I. ■ ■ ■ 

* Rom. ii. 15. 
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cannot be always kept secret. I am a miserable 
wretch. Oy that 1 had no existence !'^ Such, 
no, doubt; are often the stings of conscience;, 
such the moments of horror and misery ; such 
the bondage, after all, of those who, while they 
talk of liberty, are themselves bound with th^ 
chains of guilt unto the judgment of the great 
day. 

Of the nature and transactions of this solemn 
day we may observe, that the scriptures declare 
^* diat<7od will judge the world in righteousr 
nesB, by that Man whom he hath ordained, Jesus 
Christ. To him every knee shall bow ; all 
judgment is committed to him."'^ He shall 
appear too, when the world will be ill-prepared 
to meet him. '' For as it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son 
of Man. They did eat, they drank, they mar- 
ried wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark ; and 
the flood came and destroyed them all. Like- 
wise, also, as it was in the days of Lot. They 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, 

♦ActsxviLSl. Philip. iL 10. Jok«v.21. 
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they planted^^ey buiided. But the same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them alL 
Even thus shall it be in the day that the Son of 
Man is revealed."* 

He will be clothed with majesty and honour.. 
Once he appeared as a degraded criminal, 
crowned with thorns, and despised and rejected 
of men : then he shall come in great glory. 
With all authority, wisdom, dignity, justice, and 
power, will he judge the nations of the earth. 

Then shall the righteous be separated from 
the wicked. The final sentence shall be pro- 
nounced. /^ The wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous intp 
life eternal." Then shall all things here be dis« 
solved ; *' the whole beautiful fabric shall be 
thrown down. As soon as the destroying angel 
has sounded the last trumpet, the everlasting 
mountains fall ; the foundations of the world 
shall be shaken; the beauties of nature, the de- 
corations of art, the labour of industry shall pe- 
rish in one common fiame. The globe itself shaU 



«. Luke xvii 26 to 30. 
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return into its ancient chaos^ witbout form and 
void ; or, like a star^ fallen from the heavens, 
shall be effaced from the universe, and its place 
jshaU know it no morei/' Reader, are you pre^ 
pared for this solenm day? Whatever be yoiir 
condition now, remember you will form one of 
that vast and awful assembly ; for ** we mnst 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.'^* 
The rich and the poor, the wise and the igno- 
rant, young and old, the righteous and the 
wicked, must here all meet together. Were you 
charged as a criminal, and shortly to stand be- - 
fore an earthly tribunal, would it not fill you 
with the greatest concern? Would you delay 
enquiry ? Would you wish to leave every thing 
to the last moment ? Would you not rather 
prepare to meet your trial ? Would you not be 
all anxiety to know the decision? But how 
much more ought you to be concerned about 
your final state ! Here is a Judge, before whom 
you must stand, of infinite dignity and glory. 
The cause is of all others the most important. 
The witnesses will be numerous, and their tes- 

' 1 _^ . __^ 

•2Cor.v.ia. 
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timony ceitado. Tbe event of Ike decision wii 

be inexpressibly awfiil— either happiness e 

misery for ever. Now, with a view of all dii 

before yott, can you say it is all nothing to yoa 

dmt the business of this Ufe, the pleasures c 

this worldy are all you aim at and desire ? 1 

this to act like a reasonaUe creature i O, CM 

sider how awful it will be to appear at tk 

solemn tribunal in the great day^ without ev< 

having known the way of salvation! to be wn 

bered with those who shall be found giulty, an 

'^ be punished with everlasting destruction £poi 

the presence of the Lord, and the glory of b 

power P'* Perhaps^ like multitudes of other 

you indidge a hope that this will not be m 

But is hope all the evidence you can produce 

You must possess something more than tU 

or yOur case is deplorable. There must I 

faidiy as well as hope ; a faith that credits tl 

divine testimony ; a faith that ** purifieth "A 

heart, that overcometh the world, that woricei 

by love, and counts all things but loss for tl 

excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ/' 

• 2 Thesfci. 9. f PMip. iii- 8. 
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In the exercise of this yoa may look forward 
with joy to this awful day ; but, widiout it, ymi 
can neither please God here, nor be accepted 
of him hereafter.'^ 



L^ ns now make some enquiry as to a fu- 
ture state^ And first, as to 

FUTURE HAPPINESS. 



haife estertained strange ideas of the 
faemTeoly world ; they have auj^posed it to con- 
4Bi8t in- the oijoyment of sensual, rather than 
spiritual pleasures. But if heaven be the resi- 
:d»M» of pure and holy beings, their joys must 
rbe mfinitely above every thing of a carnal na- 
tare; This, therefore, is too gross an idea to 
attach to the celestial paradise. What then is 
heaven ? Here we must acknowledge our in- 
ability fully to describe it ; for ^' eye hath not 
seen, ncMr ear heard, neither have entered into 

• Hebrews xi. 6. 
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the heart of mao^ the things which God halh 
prepared for them that love him/^ 

. We may^ however^ form some idea from the 
terms used io the sacred scriptures. It is called 
a kingdom .i" There, not only the Saviour 
reigns in all his glory^ but the saints sit on his 
throne with him. Here they are persecuted 
and oppressed) and often participate but a small 
portion of this world's good ; but tbere^ it is 
said, they shall be kings and priests unto God 
for ever. Never shall they be conquered again, 
nor disinherited of their crown. Their robes 
are washed and made white in the blood oftthe 
Lamb. As the Romans, when they liberated 
their bond-servants/ presented diem witb a 
white garment, as a badge of their freedom, so 
the saints, in a better world, shall be arrayed 
with the righteousness of the Redeemer ; and, 
purified by the divine Spirit, they shall shine 
forth as the sun for ever. 

As it will be a cessation from all labour and 
toil, it is called a rest.:^ Here, die saints lave 
to struggle with the enemy; to work while it 
is day ; and to persevere und^ all opposition : 

* 1 Cor. iL 9. t LukexiLS^, i HeKiv. 9. 



(here, they rest from their labours, and enjoy 
uninterrupted peace. No more shall thjey 
wrestle with sins, and doubts, and fears. Never 
will they be csdled again into the field of battle : 
their enemies shall be all conquered, their fears 
all subside, their armour be taken off, and laid 
acdde for ever. 

It is said to be a better country."^ Here, 
whatever are our prospects, however favoured 
with the blessings of Providence, we are still 
encompassed with infirmity^ and surrounded 
with danger : there we shall possess a perfect 
nature ; disease will never attack our frame ; 
the enemy will never invade our possession ; our 
sun will never decline ; our atmosphere will be 
perpetually serene ; our prospects unbounded ; 
our treasures inexhaustible, our society delight- 
ful, and our Uberty secured for ever. 

Again, it is compared to a city,i' '' a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God." The stately cities, the lofty 
palaces, the splendid temples on. earth, must all 
decay; but this is founded on infinite power 
and love, and abii^eth for ever. Here dwells 

* Heb. xi. 16. f Heb. xL 16. 
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the heavenly Monarch, in all the glcfiies of his 
nature, surrounded by angels and archangels, 
and all the spirits of the just made perfect. 
Here are the most extensive privileges; here 
all the citizens of heaven unite in adonng and 
praising dieir glorious King. Here he wipes 
away all tears from their eyes ; there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor crying ; nei- 
ther any more pain, for the former things are 
passed away.*^ 

. Before the Saviour left the world, he con* 
soled his disciples ynik the prospect of heaven, 
as a place in which are many mansions. ^ Let 
not your heart be troi^led, ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father^s house are 
many mansions; if it yrere not so, I would 
have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will 
<^onie again, and receive you unto myself, that, 
where 1 am, there ye may be also.''^ 

Here many of the saints move in a low and 
contracted sphere : there they^ shall be elevated 
to great glory. They shall possess mansions which 
no vicissitude shall deface, which time cannot 



•^^- 
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destroy ; mansioiis, which cost an infinite price^ 
even the blood of die Son of God. Tbese^ too^ 
are said to be many. Bigotry, indeed, woold 
lessen the number ; illiberality would place only 
a few solitary beings there, and those, too, ga- 
thered out of one insulated spot ; but he who 
dwells on high, he who knows the extent and 
glory of Ae heavenly world, hath said, *^ that 
many shall come from the east and west, and 
shall Sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven."* I be- 
held, and lo! (says John) a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations and 
kintihreds, and people and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands.^f 

it is denominated, a paradise. ^' This day 
^said tfie Saviour to the dying thief) thou shalt 
be with me in paradise.''^: Here flows the pure 
river of the water of life, clear as chrystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and the 
Lnmb.^ 

The paradise, of Adam was on earthly ground; 
the enemy obtained admission, and brought 

♦ Matt ^m, n. t Rev. vii. 9. t Lake xxiii. 43. 
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death into the wodd and all our woe; but this id 
celestial, where no poisonous serpent shall sting, 
no bitter waters flow, no destructive tempest 
rage. *^ Here is Jesus, the rose of Sharon, 
and lily of the valley, the plant of renown^ the 
unforbidden tree of knowledge, and unguarded 
tree of life."* Never shall the blessed inhabit* 
ants be cast out ; for there shall be no more 
curse ; never again in the sweat of their face 
shall they eat bread ; never shall they be filled 
with shame, and hide themselves from the pre^ 
sence of the Lord God. There shall be no 
night there, and they need no candle, neither 
li^t of the sun ; for the Lord God giveth them 
light, and.they shall reign for ever and ever.^ 

Again, it is compared to a '' treasure, an 
eternal weight of glory .''| This is a treasure 
spiritual in its nature, satisfactory in its enjoy- 
ment, and eternal in its duration* We can 
weigh the glory of the world, and count all its 
treasures; but this is beyond computation. 
Earthly riches cannot be secured; moth and rust 
corrupt, thieves break through and steal: but 
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this treasure is subject to no decay, though con- 
stantly enriching its possessor, yet it still remains 
the same, it is an incorruptible cro^n^ that 
fadeth not away.^ 

From these figures, then, we may learn, that 
the happiness of heaven is every way great. The 
source of this felicity is the presence of God 
and the Lamb. Hence it is said, *' that the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten 
it^ and the Lamb is the light thereof/'^ In his 
presence there is fulness of joy. It is here only 
that a rational creature can find rest. We shall 
be satisfied when we awake up after his like* 
ness. Here we see through a glass, darkly;. 
Jbut there we shall see him as he is, and be like 
him too. With what inexpressible joy shall we 
gaze on the Lamb that was slain ! How will 
our hearts glow with love, and our souls be ab- 
sorbed in gratitude and delight! There,' too, 
shall the saints hold communion with each other, ^ 
and wuh the angels of God. No ignorance, 
no reserve, no distance, no envy, no misun- 
derstanding shall be found there. How de- 



♦ lPet.L4. t Rev.xxL23. 
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iightful 18 welUordered society^ even in this im- 
perfect state ; but how. infinitely so^ when all 
shall be purity^ love^ joy, and praise ! Never, 
as yet, have all the saints met together to form 
the general assembly of the First-bom ; but 
there shall all be collected, never to separate 
more. With the patriarchs and prophets, mar- 
tyrs and confessors, apostles and ministers, and 
all the useful servants of the Most H^b, shall 
we dwell for ever. There we shall mingle our 
services Mrith theirs, and ascribe glory and praise 
to him that sitteth on the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever. Reader, is this true — that 
everlasting happiness aw^ts them that fear God? 
And have you no concern for the enjoyments of 
it? O remember, that here you have no con- 
tinuing city : learn then to seek one to come. 
Consider your time is passing away ; and that 
the present life is the only opportunity you have 
of obtaining an interest in this kingdom. Now 
the gates are open; and the promise is made to 
all who seek, that they shall find. '' Set then 
your affections on things above« and not on 
things on the earth ;"* so, when heart and flesh 

♦ CoU. iii. 2. 
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fail, you ^all be received into everlastii^ ha« 
bitationsy and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 



FUTURE PUNtSHMENT. 

Ay t> what is this? This is an awful question ; 
but, awful as it is, it becomes us to make the 
enquiry. Future punishment then, consists in 
the most painful sensations, arising from a guilty 
conscience ; a privation of celestial happiness; 
an eternal separation from the ever-blessed 
God, and the society of the righteous, As to 
the place of this punishment, it is needless for 
us to enquire : its reality we cannot doubt, if we 
believe in divine revelation. ^' The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the nations that for- 
get God. He. shall say also to them on the left 
hand. Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment.* The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance oh them that know not God, and that 

♦ Matt xxV. 41 to 46. Psa. ix. 17. 



116 

obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesue Christ ; 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruo 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power; when he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, to be admired in all 
them that believe/'* 

Now, as God is the fountain of all happiness, 
as it is his presence that constitutes heaven, so 
to be separated from him must be a source of 
inexpressible misery. The wicked also, it must 
be remembered, carry their depraved nature with 
them : they are not renovated by their suffer- 
ings ; so that there is hot only a distance firom 
God, but the mind remains still at enmity 
against him. As there is no likeness to God, 
80 there can be no communion with him, no 
regard for him, no delight in him. The divine 
Being ha3 determined, that as sin is that which 
opposes his will, disturbs his government, and 
produces universal disorder, it shall not pass 
unpunished. " His wrath/* it is said, " is re- 
vealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of meri."+ His justice requires 
this ; his holiness demands it. If this were not 

♦ 2Tbess. i. 7 to 10. f Roiik i. IG. 



«o, Mrbat i^ould Paul mean by these words — 
** Despisest thou the riches of his goodness^l and 
forbearance^ and long suffering ; not knowing 
that ,the goiodness of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance ? But after thy hardness and impeni* 
tent heart treasureth up to thyself wrath against 
the day of wrath^ and revelation of the righte- 
ous judgment of God. We must all appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body^ 
according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.*'* 

What did John mean when \ie said^ '^ I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God, 
and the books were opened. And another book 
•was opened, which is the book of life ; and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books according to their works*"-)* 

The wicked then ^all not be annihilated, but 
cast into outer darkness, where shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth; How dreadful dien is 
this state ! Here are no prospects of deliverance i 
no delightful converse, no alleviation of pain, 
iio sweets of friendship, no peace of conscience, 

Rom. K. 4, 5. 2 Cor. v. 10. f Rev. xx. 12. 



118 

no ra}^ of bope^ no expectation of pardon; — 
but all blackness of darkness for eyer. Somey 
however, may be disposed to consider this iis 
an impeachment of the goodness of God, and 
suppose that his mercy will extend' to alL But, 
however feasible this may appear^itis notwar* 
ranted by divine revelation. The precedii^ 
passages are sufficient to prove the doctrine; 
and, however difficult it may be to credit it, we 
must abide by the decision of holy writ, rather 
than dispute it. It does not, however, arise 
from the decree of God as an arbitrary, cruel 
heiDg, that delights in nusery. The cause is 
sin ; and the finally impenitent shall never have 
to charge the divine Being with injustice, in 
leaving them to that punishment which their bwn 
iniquity has brought upon them. Nor let any 
reflect on his clemency. If the revelation he 
has given us assures us of a place of punish- 
ment, it at the same time warns us of our dan- 
ger, provides for our safety, and calls us to 
pursue the path that leads to happiness and 
eternal life. Nor is mercy refused to an indi- 
vidual in the universe, that implores it with a 
penitent mind. Let not the wicked then charge 
God foolishly. If they prefer darkness to light, 
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«rror to trutb^ sin to holiness ; if they tread un- 
der foot the Son of God, count the blood of 
the covenant ^n unholy thing, crucify the Son 
of God afresh^ and do despite to the Spirit of 
grace ; if. they love to blaspheme rather than 
to pray ; if they take more pleasure in insulting 
the divine Being than in pleasing him ; if they 
sffe determined to indulge themselves in every 
species of licentiousness, rather than serve and 
glorify him, then how can they expect to be ad- 
mitted to a state of happiness hereafter : or, if 
even they were to enter the celestial world, what 
delight could they find where the exercises are 
all spiritual, where the joys are all divine, where 
the inhabitants are all holy ; and where that Being 
whom they hate is the object of everlasting 
admiration and praise? No; let not the wicked 
presume. '^ Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord. Upon the wicked he shaU rain 
snares, fire, and brimstone, and a terrible tem- 
pest. This shall be the portion of their cup."* 
Now, then, let me entreat my reader just to 
stop here for a moment, and ask himself one 
question — Suppose I should die this day, or this 

f 

*Heb. xii. 14. Psa.xi.6. 
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M'eeky what reason have I to believe that I shall 
escape this punishment? Perhaps you have 
never seriously laid diis to heart ; and all you. 
can say is^ that you trust God will be m^rcifiili 
and that you hope to be saved at li^t. But can 
you rest satisfied with fiiis, on a business of such 
infinite importance? Do you know, '' that un- 
less a man be converted, and become as a litde 
child, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God ?"* Do you know that a mere n^^ative 
piety will be useless ? Do you know that de- 
cision is necessary ? that neutrality in religion is 
dangerous? that you are called to follow the 
Lord fully, and to count all things but loss for 
him ? Will ^'ou be content to rest only on a 
mere expectation of happiness, without having 
any evidences of your obtaining it? O consider 
well these awfiil realities. Flee from the wralli 
to come. Look up to the Father of mercies 
for his grace. Think of eternity. Contrast every 
thing here with what is to come. " To-day 
hear his voice ; harden not your heart, lest he 
swear in his wrath that you shall not enter into 
his rest.*'^ Linger not tlien for a moment. 



* Matt. xviiL 4* t ^^^' ^niL 1^ 
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Sleep not on the precipice of ilanger. Heaven 
calls. Hell threatens. Death adi«nces. The 
Saviour speaks : " Behold 1 come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, to give to every ma(^n 
as his work shall be."*" And the Spirit and the 
bride say come, and let him that is athirst come, 
and whosoever will let him take of the water of 
life frecly.^'t 



PREPARATION FOR ETERNITY, 

Let us now enquire. In what preparation for a 
better world consists? Do you know then, O 
reader, ** that it is not by works of righteous- 
ness which we can do ?^% This may seem a 
strange expression, but it is the language of 
scripture, and is worthy of your particular 
notice. If you ask, *' Why not saved by my 
own works?** — flie reason is obvious. By the 
&H, man lost his original righteousness, and 
became subject to moral inability. His powers 
are now all so contaminated by sin, and his 

• Hob. iii. 11. t Rev. xxiL 17. 

X Titus iii« 5. 
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nature so depraved^ that he cannot satisfy the 
claims of divine justice^ expiate his past trans- 
gressions, or remove the curse pronounqed on 
him as a sinner. Now, to be saved by our own 
works, our motives must be absolutely pure and 
unmixed; our hearts must be divested of all 
corruption ; our obedience must be complete, 
universal, and perpetual. The law requires per« 
fection. It condemns all deviation in thought, 
word, or deed. If we offend in one point, we 
are guilty of all. '^ Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them.'** Can you 
then say, that you have never. offended? Sup- 
posing even that you have not been openly vi- 
cious, and that your character has been respect- 
ed among men, can you say you have never felt 
any evil thoughts ; never been led by irregular 
passions ; never uttered an unguarded word, 
and that, from the first moment since you began 
to reason, you have never had any thing in view 
but the glory of God ? Alas ! — No. ^' For we 
have all sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.'';!' But could you this moment be trans- 

■ » ■■. ■ . !■ . ■ m ' ■ — 
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formed into an angel, an* rendered a perfect 
being, yet that perfection would not tttotie fot 
past sins. Perfect obedience is a debt due to 
God, and relates only to the time wherein it is 
performed, and cannot satisfy for former sins. 
You stand condemned then by the law. Justice 
requires satisfaction. You have nothing to 
pay ; and therefore, without a ransom, without 
a mediator, you must perish. That this is the 
doctrine of the scriptures, you will clearly see, 
if you consult the following passages.—" All 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags: and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away. All we, like sheep, 
have gone astray. Without me ye can do no- 
thing. Knowing, that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Christ, that 
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not l^ the works of the law ; for by the law 
shall no ilesh be justified. But if, while we 
seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are 
found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of 
siuf God forbid! For if I build again the 
things which I destroyed, I qpiake myself a trans- 

G 2 
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grebsor ; for I, through the law> am dead to the 
kw, that I might live unto God."* 

The preparation some boast of then^ is delu- 
sive, it is mere ignorance of tlie truth, and 
confidence in a supposed righteousness of their 
own. Nor are they less deceived who wish to 
join dieir imaginary merit to that of the Sar 
Yiour's ; for the fact is, man is utterly unable to 
recover himself, to atone for hisguilt, to change 
his own heart, and, by his own righteousness, 
prepare himself for heaven. How is it then 
that man can be saved i This is the great ques- 
tion we shall attempt now to answer. When the 
jailor at Philippi made diis important enquiry, 
the reply given him was this, '^ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
This, then, reader, is die only preparation for 
eternity. It is by faith in him only that we can 
be justi^d* '^ I i^m the way, .and the truth, 
and t)i.e Ufe ; :QO man cometh unto the Father 
but by me. There is no other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 



* Isa, Ixiv. 6. Ibid. liii. 6. John xv. 5. 
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saved. . He is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth. He hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us. He was delivered for our 
oifences^ and was raised again for our justifica- 
tion. Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world : he that believeth on 
him shall be saved; therefore, being justified 
by &ith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord, Jesus Christ."* TThese scriptures evi- 
dently show the way in which we are accepted 
of God ; that salvaUon is not by works, but by 
grace ; that the righteousness of Christ is im- 
puted to believers; and that it is through his 
merit alone they can obtain everlasting life* 
** There is therefcnre then/' says the aposde, 
** no condemnation to diem which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect i It is God that justifieth 
— who is he that condetnneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather that is risen' again, who is even 



^ Acts xvi. 17. Acts iv. 12. Bom. x, 4. 
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at the right hand of God, who also maketh in" 
tercession for us."* 

But 'while we assert that it b through the 
merits of Jesus Christ alone that we can be 
saved^ let it not be understood, that this is all 
that is required to make us meet for heaven. 
Our natures must be changed, the darkness of 
our understandings must be removed, and the 
will must be subdued and brought into unison 
with the will of God. Men are not justified 
and left in a state of disobedience and enmitj 
against God. Regeneration therefore is stated 
in the scriptures, as absolutely necessary to thq 
enjoyment of heavenly felicity. We must be 
^' bom again; not of corruptible seed^ but of 
iiicorrupdble, by the wdrd of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.''^- Let us enquire here 
into the nature of this important doctrine. What 
is it? It is not baptism; for many are baptised, 
who still remain enemies to God by wickiid 
wdrks.— ^It is not education. This may restrain 
and reform, in many instances ; but we have 
too many pi:oo£suof..itainfij6^cyJto^ change the 
heart. . It is not conviction ; for many are con- 

» Rom. viii. 34, 36. il Peter i.. 23. 
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vinced of sin, and not cOnverted'from it. It is 
not relinquishing open vices, for this is some- 
times done from interest, or for want of oppor- 
tunity to practise them. It is not knowledge ; 
tor many know much, like the devil, and yet 
do not practise what they know. It is not morctl 
strictness ; for this may take its rise from Pha- 
risaism, as was the case once with Paul.^ It 
is not talent; for many will come in that day 
and say, " Lord, Lord, have we not prajphe- 
sied in thy name, and in thy name have east out 
devils, and in thy name done many wonderful 
works ? And then will I profess unto them, 1 
never knew you ; depart from me, ye that woik 
iniquity."*t' It is not a profession of religion ; 
for '* some profess that they know God, but hi 
works they deny him.";!; It is not feeling, or 
an .emotion of the passions ; for some '^ receive 
the word with joy, for awhile believe, and, in 
time of temptation, fall away/*^ But regenentr 
tion is a real, divine, and saving change of heart. 
Hence it is said, ^' If any man be in Christ he is 
a new creafure: old things are passed away; 
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behold, alt things are become new."* In thb 
great work, the understandii^ is iUuminated, per- 
ceives its depravity and dai^er, and that Christ 
alone can save from sin and misery. The will 
is renewed ; — ^not that new faculties are given to 
the soul^ but the will is inclined towards the sii- 
preme good. The affections are drawn oft' fit>m 
earthly scenes^ and placed on divine objects; 
^' beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord^ 
we are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory^ even as by the Spirit of the Lord.''*)* 

This is a supernatural work ; the effect of 
the operation of die divine Spirit on the heart 
llcuce, said Jesus to Nicodemus, *' Except a 
man be born of the Spirit^ he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God/'j; ^' Of his own will begat 
he us widi the word of the truth^ that we should 
be a kind of first fruits oflm creatures."§ By 
tliisy however, man is not rendered perfect: he 
still finds reason to complain, of innate corrup- 
tion, and is daily longing for greater conformity 
to God. Sin b the greatest object of his hatred, 
^d he finds himself happy only as he gains the 

• 3 Cor. v, 17- 1 1^« Mi' IS- J Jo'iu iii- 5. 
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victory (Mi^f it. For this, divine grace is pro^ 
mised ; and he is encouraged to persevere under 
all the opposition he ipeets with from the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. '^ Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus 
Christ. The righteous shall hold on his way, and 
he that liath clean hands shall grow stronger 
and stronger, llie path of the just is as the 
shining hght, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day. They that wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be 
weary ; and they shall walk and not faint."* 

Kow reader, if you are the subject of this 
grace, you will evidence it by acknowledging 
God's authority over you. You will deeply 
lament your sinful condition. You will confess 
your transgressions before him. You will place 
all your dependance upon the righteoiUness and 
grace of his Son Jesus Christ. You will con- 
stantly implore the influences of the Holy Sp'u-it. 
You will be desirous of resigning yourself, under 
every dispensation, to his will. You will walk 

* Phil. i. 6. Job xvii. 9. Prov. iv, 18. Isa. xl. 31. 
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in fellowship with him aud live in righteousness^ 
and true holiness before him all your days. 

Let me beseegh you to try yourself by these 
criterions. We have already stated how mimy 
things may be substituted for this divine change ; 
and mistakes, in this point, are of all others the 
most awful and dangerous. Can you then ascer- 
tain any difference between your present and 
foipmer state ? Is sin a burden ? Is holiness a. 
delight ? Has the world lost its attractions? Do 
you find pleasure in God's house, in his word, 
in bis ways? Do you love his ministers, hid 
people, his Sabbath ? — Can you answer theses 
questions in the affirmative ? If so, happy are 
you ! You are prepared to five — ^you are pre- 
pared to die. '' You may go your way, eat 
your bread with joy,"* and participate the bles- 
sings of Providence with a cheerful heart. You 
may meet all the revolving scenes of life with a 
tranquil mind; and, as you advance towards die 
heavenly world, you may sing, 

" Fearless of hell and ghastly death, 

ril break through ev'ry foe ; 
The Yiiags of l9ve and arms of faith 

Shall bear me conqueror through.'' 

■ I f n , ■ ' I ' . ' ... „ , ■ 
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CONCLUSION. 

In the preceding psiges we have briefly coii- 
^dered the vanity and transitory nature of all 
earthly things^ and the importance and necessity 
of attending to those which relate to our final 
welfare. Should my reader, after all, feel no 
concern about his future state, let me intreat him 
to reflect on his condition. You are seeking 
after happiness, and constantly pursuing those 
objects which you think will afford you the 
greatest satisfaction. ** Make me but happy,'' 
•ay you ; " that is all I want." But know, that 
you cannot be made liappy until you are made 
holy. What happiness can you enjoy, when you 
are every drty adding to your guilt ; when you ai^ 
constantly receding farther from the fountain of 
felicity; when vile ingratitude and base passions 
have taken possession of your soul? What 
peace can you have, if you reflect on a life de- 
voted to nothing but sensual objects? What 
must you feel, if you look forward to a dying 
bed, to an eternal world, to that day when you 
must give an account to Hint who will judge 
<* the quick and the dead." Will you say, you are 
determined to be happy, you mil banish reflec- 
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iioUy you will make yourself happy. O^ deluded 
mortal ! ^Hiis is more than you can do ; it is 
more thaa others can do ; it is more dian all the 
world can do. For can you invert the order of 
things i Can you create light where there is 
nothing but darkness.^ Can you make that 
good which the Almighty . has declared is the 
greatest evil ? Are you stronger than he i Can* 
you disannul his purpose i Can you find happi- 
ness where he has not placed it i Do you not 
know that he holds it in his ownhand^ and be- 
stows it only on those who fear him ? Are you 
hardy enough to discredit bis word? /Has he 
not said^ '^ Evil pursue th sinners ; the wicked are 
like the troubled aea when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt: there is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked f** 

What! in the face of these assertions, will 
you be bold enough to say, I will be happy 
without God— without religion i O; consider 
that this is utterly impossible. You may gra- 
tify your senses, acquire wealth, . obtain popur 
laiity, pursue the pleasures of the world, stifle 
conscience, and forget death ; but all thb is not 
happiness. It is all transient. It ia all too 

• Isa. Ivii. 20, 21. Ppor. xiH. 21. 
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lUttle for an immortal being. It cannot satisfy 
the soul, prevent death, nor save from the wrath 
to come. But behold a source from whence 
you may draw happiness, abundant in its en- 
joyment, and eternal in its duration. Behold 
One' who can forgive all your sins, purify your 
nature, expand your mind, and fill you with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. '^ Seek ye dien 
the Lord, while he may be found : call ye upon 
him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.*'* 

Consider, the time is short. Say not, I am 
too much engaged in business ; I shall injure 
my reputation ; I am too young, to think of 
thesie things. Biut are you then so busy, so 
youngs so fearful of your neputation, that you 
can be content to live widiout any just hope of 
eternal happiness ? You know not, but before 
another hour, you may be a corpse^ and your 
spirit ^ummoped to the bar of God; and will 
you not so much as bend your lanee, nor lift up 

• l8ft.ly.6^7. 
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your eyes to him who made ybti? What? art 
his threatniogs nothing to you ? Does he not 
say^ *^ If I lift up my hand to heaven and say, I 
live for ever ; if I whet my glittering sword^ 
ftnd my hand take hold on judgitient^ I will 
render vengeance (m mine enemies^ and will re- 
ward them that hate me : £ will make mioe 
arrows drunk with blood."* 

Are his mercies nothing to you h What! 
constantly live upon his bounty^ every moment 
breathe his air^ and supported by his kindness—^ 
and still live in enmity to him ? Are his com- 
imands nothing to you ? Will yon respect the 
authority of an earthly prince, and trample on 
that of the King of heaven? Will the word of 
a niortal affect you, and the word of the living 
God make not the least impression f Is the apt- 
probation of a creature that for which you can 
make many sacrifices ; and the favour of God 
so trifling, that you do not think it worth your 
while to devote one hour in a year to implore 
it? Alas? what madness possesses you ! what 
awful insensibility is this ! What egregious folly 
to prefer the {Measures of sin, which are for a 

♦ Deut xxxii. 41, 42. 
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season, to the everlasting enjoyment of God in 
heaven. Behold Grod himself is represented as 
being affected with this strange conduct. ," O, 
that thou hadst hearkened to my command- 
metits ; then had thy peace been as a river, 
and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. 
O, my people, what have I done unto thee? 
and wherein have 1 wearied thee ? testify against 
me. O that my people had hearkened unto 
me, and Israel had walked in my ways! I 
should soon have subdued their enemies^ and 
turned my hand against their adversaries .'' 

Is the Almighty willing to make you happy ? 

Is he waiting to be gracious ? No longer then 

delay. Seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteowmess, and all things necessary shall be 

added unto you. Seek him at the throne of 

grace, for he hears and answers the supplications 

of .those who look to him. Seek him in his 

word ; for therein has he revealed his mind and 

will. Seek him in his house, for one day in his 

courts^ is better than a thousand. It is better to 

be a door-keeper in the house of God, than to 

dwell in the tents of wickedness.* 



* Isa. xlviii. 18. Mieah vi. 3. , Psalm Ixxxi. 13, 14. 
Matt vi. 33. Psalm boodv. 10. 
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Seek hiui in his ordinaQces, and you shall uot 
seek him in vain ; '^ for blessed is the man that 
heareth me; watching daily at my gates, wait- 
ing at the posts of my doors. For whoso find- 
eth me, findeth life, and shall obtain favour of 
die Lord.* Seek him early. He has the first 
claim to your affections, to your time, your ta- 
lents, your all. Come then and say, ** O Lord 
forgive one who has too long been unmindful of 
thee. Enter not into judgment with me, for in 
tfiy sight flhail no man living be justified. Blot 
out all my transgressions ; and since X can do 
nothing without thee, give me grace that my 
tmderstanding may be enlightened, my wiU sub- 
dued, and my affections placed on thee alone. 
While I live may I live to diee ; and when 
called to leave diis vale of tears, may I have an 
abundant entrance into thine everlastk^ king- 
dom, through Jesus Christ my Lord and Sa- 
vioitr. Amen. 

• Prov, viil H 35. 
THB END. 
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The substance of the following Reflections 
was delivered to the Author^ s own congrega- 
tion, and by their reqtiest is now published. 
The Author has taken the liberty to make 
some few additions, which he hopes will^ot 
be found unacceptable. 
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REFLECTIONS, 



The voice said, Cry, And he said. What shall I 
cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as the flower of the field, T1i£ grass withereth ; the 
flower fadethf hecause the Spirit of the Lord bloweth 
vpon it : nurely the people are grass. The grass tiri- 
thereth, the flower fadeth ; but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever, 

Isaiah xi. 6, 7, 8. 



It is computed that near thirty millions of the 
human race die every year! What an awful 
teflection is this ! How great the multitude that 
are constantly dropping into eternity, and how . 
numerous the paths that lead to the grave! Life, 
too, is but a short journey, and we soon arrive 
at the house appointed for all living. We may 
rather be said to die daily, than to live. We 
have not only.^ the spoils of death around us, but 
the seeds of death within us.. We do not all, 

B 3. 
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however, descend to the tomb in the same way. 
Some few are spared to the age of man, and 
then pass silently away. Others are cut off in 
the bloom of life, and in the midst of active and 
tiseful exertions. Some linger for a while under 
painful disease — they see their grave ready 
before they lie down in it Others, wearied with 
life, and impatient under its ills, throw them- 
selves into the arms of death : ** they either shake 
Ibeiir glass to make it run faster, or break it at 
once by violence.'^ And some who bid fair to 
stand for a season, are miexpectedly called sway 
by some mysterious dispensation of Divine Prc^ 
vidence. Thu9 it was with our departed young 
frietid. The public eye was upon him, and- 
much was anticipated from bis talents and zeal 
in the great work in which he was engaged ; but 
Infinite Wisdom has seen fit to remove him to 
another world.. Well! "wbaX ^hiQl we say? 
'^ Clouds and darkness are round about the 
Most High ; but righteousness and judgment 
are[ the habitation of his throne.'^* 

The word» vre have chosen are not to be coQ- 



^tmrnmrntrntmrnmimmfmrmmimm^if^mmi^f^^^ 



* Psalm xcvij. 1, 2. 
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;iidered only ia relation to the opposers of God V 
ancient people, at the time of their deliverance 
from captivity, but are applicable to the yfhole 
human race. The voice said. Cry. And he 
.said, whsU shall I cry ? Ml flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness- thereof is as the flower of the 
field.'^ The mortality of man then is a subject 
with whidi we ou^t to be deeply affected. 
JLt is, indeed> that which makes but a faint im- 
pression on the mind; for, tfaou^ the living 
Jmow that they must die, yet there is a most 
strange . insensibility as to this awful event. 
We can hear of k. without concern, and talk 
tif it without feeling; when it comes nearer 
to us than ususj, we seem awake for a moment^ 
just drop a tear or two over our departed eor 
joyments, converse a little on the uncertainty 
of life, and then fall asleep again, and dream 
away •ur existence; till at last, we are awakened 
by fhib very enemy, whose approach we have 
jdl along studied to forget, aud which most of 
us^ indeed, are ill-prepared to meet ! fiut how 
unwise is this, thus to. impose upon ourselves ! 
Can auy thing be more irrational ? O. that we 

-B 4. . 
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were 5nt wise-— that we did but consider our 
latter end T* 

In attending to these words^ let us observe the 
state of man as here represented^ and endeavour 
to derive from them some important and useful 
lessons. 

1. Observe the Description.^'^Man is flesh I 
It is true he possesses an immaterial, immortal, 
principle; but his animal frame is frail and 
perishing. He is not composed of gold nor 
^iver, marble nor iron, wood nor stone, nor any 
of the durable nKiterials around him. Almost 
every object he sees or handles is less perishable 
,tfian himself. There is nothing substantial in 
his nature. He is affected by almost every 
thing that touches him. An insect can contend 
with liim ; a worm can undermine him ; a littfe 
air can stifle him ; ft few drops of water can 
drown him; a moth can crosh him. The Al- 
mighty need not throw a mountain on him to 
destroy him; he need not call for a torrent to 
mundate him ; he need not open a volcano to 



^-^ 



• Deut. i^udi* 29. 



' swallow him. — No, Weakness and death are ill 
his very frame. It is but an earthly house ; a 
temporary building ; the various parts of which 
are kept together with labour and difficulty. 'The 
body must be daily fed, or it languishes : it must 
be clothed, or it is benumbed with cold : it must 
lie down for rest, or it will fall of itself: it must 
be perpetually exercised, or it will become the 
habitation of disease : it must be treated with at-* 
tention and watched over with care, or it will be 
rendered unfit for the functions of life. How 
many wheels are there in perpetual motion*! 
the friction of which, if driven too fast, will set 
fire to the whole machine ; or, if impeded or 
clogged, ,will stop the whole course. The 
apostle Paul calls it a vile body ;'^ not, indeed, 
in respect to God's workmanship — but as it is 
fiesh, formed of the dust of the ground, the 
habitation of mai^ evil propensities, too often a 
hindrance to devotion, and must at last become 
noisome, and be cast into the grave. Here, too^ 
we are all on a level. What is that mighty coi>- 
queror, celebrated for his military glory, and 

♦ PJiil. iU. 21, 
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applauded for his noble achievements in the 
field of battle ?— It is but flesh. What is that 
illustrious monarch, sitting on a splendid throne, 
and clothed in all the robes of majesty ? — It is 
but flesh. What is that profound philosopher, 
diving into the depths of science, or soaring 
above the intellects of his fellowsi — It is but 
flesh. What is that pursuasive orator, that so 
impresses with his eloquence, that charms and 
afiects the passions of the human mind \ — ^It is 
but flesh. What that fine form and beautiful 
countenance, that attract the attention and fas- 
dnate the senses ? — It is but flesh. '^ iDeath, 
{says one) will aUke condemn their eyes to im- 
penetrable nig^t ; their tongue to eterpal nlence ; 
their whole system to the grave. I see a superb 
monument : I approach this striking object. I 
liee magnificent inscriptions : I read the pomp- 
ous titles of general, prince^ monarchy but I 
loi^ to see the inside x)f this elegant piece of 
workmanship; and I peep under the stone that 
covers him, to whom all this pomp is cons^ 
<arated. There I find — ^what? A putrid cap* 
case, devoured by worms ! O vanity of human 
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I 

grandeur! Vapity of vanitiea: all is vanity!"* 
Now, is this the case? Then ^hy should we 
think sQ nvuch of our bodies? why i^ould all 
our happiness be placed in the gratification of 
our senses ? Wt^ should we spend so much 
time and money in adorning that which must 
soon decay ? — Especially i^ed people ;. how 
painful is it to see them so fond of useless deco- 
rations ? The day is nearly closed ; the evepiDg 
is advancing ; and yet they want to go down to 
the gravis eoverod mth finery; Their .streogdl, 
perhapsi is gone; their firame has the marks of 
death upon it. It is but a skeletcm ; aiiid ytt 
they wamb to cover it with omameote. Whatm 
affecting sight, to s^^old ilge and new fiishioiig 
Hieetkig together ! How nijuch happier they 
whose adorning is not '^ the outward adorning 
of plaiting &e hair, of wearing of gok^ or of 
putting on of apparel ^ but is ti&at of the hidden 
man of the heant^ which is not corruptible, ev»n 
the omam^t ct a meek adac^jiuet qnrit, which 
is in.the nght of God of g)reat.price.;'i- Sedc 
then this grace. Let not the body be adorned 

* Saurin* f ^ 1^ Ftt iii. 3, 4» 
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at the expense of the soul. Remember, '' to be 
caraally minded is death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. Put ye on, ther&> 
fore> the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pn»^ 
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof/'^ 

II. Observe the Comparison, — " All flesh h 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field." Human pature in its low- 
est state is but grass, and in its highest, but a 
flower. ^' The Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul/'t He is then of earthly extraction. — 
Though God was his Maker, yet he was not 
constituted pure intelligence. ** The first man, 
says the Apostle, was of the earth, eardiy/^ 
Lake grass, how easily endangered^-how soon 
cut down. How exposed to the winds and 
storms of adversity. Nor can he screen himself 
from these. They pass over the field <rf life, 
and often prove destructive in their care^. The 



• Rom. viii. 6. & xiil 14. f Gen. ii. 7, 
t iCor.XY. 47. 
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diseases to which we are liable^ are numerous, 
and the casualities we are subject to, are not a 
few. Ten thousand things lie in ambush to 
push us to the grave. Aiid even events trifling 
in themselves have proved destructive. " We 
read of some, that a fly or a grape stone have 
dispatched them ; some that have died by pluck- 
ing an hair from their breasts; the Almighty 
thus turning a very hair into a spear to destroy 
them. If we consider the vicissitude of na- 
tural things, we shall find that death reigns in 
them all. The day dies into nighty summer into 
winter ; time itself, that destroys all things, yet 
dies continually ; nor can it exist two minutes 
together. Our very life is nothing but a suc- 
cession of dying ; every day, and every hour 
wears away part of it, and so far as it is already 
spent, so far are we already dead and buried : 
so that the longest liver has no more, but that 
he is longer a dying than others.'^ But ano- . 
ther figure is here used by the Prophet : '' all 
^ gbodliness thereof, is as the flower of the 
field." Not as the flower of the garden^ where 

* Hopkins. 
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it is cultivated^ dnd protected^ but of the field, 
where every hand is ready to gather it, or any 
foot may tread it down. The flower is noted 
for three qualities: sweetness, that affects the 
smell; beauty, that affects the eye; softness, 
tliat affects the touch. The metaphor, there- 
fore, is here employed to represent man at bis 
best estate. But as the most beautiful flower 
soon loses these qualities, so it is said, " the 
days of man are as grass ; as a flower of the 
field so he flourisheth ; the wind passeth over it, 
and it is gone, and the place thereof knoweth 
it no more. In the morning, it flourisheth and 
groweth up ; in the evening, it is cut down and 
withereth.''* Have you not, reader, known 
this in your own circle? You have been fa- 
voured with earthly comforts ; you have often 
looked iipon them with peculiar pleasure; you 
have taken more than ususd care ^ith. those 
flowers which have appeared tender and beau- 
tiful in your own eyes; you have tmn^aisited 
tbem, as you thought, to a more genml scd; 
you have said, well, these are delightful dbjects 

■ II ■■.■yl— i • I ■ . n il- 11 

* Psa. cilL 14, 16, & xc. 6k 
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— these are sources of the greatest pleasure — 
truly, I am happy in their possession — these 
shall be my support and comfort in times yet to 
come. O, how have you gone and watered 
these flowers : how have you hedged them 
round ; how have you endeavoured to protect 
them when you saw the storm advancing ; but, 
ah! after all, you could not preserve them : you 
have had the pain to see the leaf fade, the 
beauty decUne, the energy fail, and presently the 
whole fall. What! said you, Can it be? Is 
this my child ; is tliis my friend; is this the ob«> 
ject I so much admired i Father of mercies! 
niliy this ? why didst thou not smite yonder 
weed i why didst thou not let thy hand fall oa 
the unsightly plant, rather than on this choice 
flower ? Thus, however, Providence is pleased 
.to work ; and herein it becomes us to learn the 
vanity of depending on any human excellency* 
Neither the goodhness of the flowery the care 
of its owner, nor the felicity of its situation, can 
preserve k alive. Beware, then, of idoUzii^ 
the creature. Turn yourattention to a superior 
object : anticipate the joys of another world-^ 
there, no worm is at the root; there, the good- 
liness shall never fade. 
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III. Mark the Universality of Man's Mof" 
fality. Not a few, but nil flesh is grass. '^ As 
by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ; so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned. It is appointed unto 
men once to die, and after that the judgment. 
There is no man that hath power over the Spirit 
to retain the Spirit ; neither hath he power in 
the day of death/'* Ever since the entrance 
of sin, death has been making the most awful 
ravages. " One generation passeth away, and 
another cometh ; but the earth abideth for 
ever."t " ITie worljd," says one, " is like a 
great fair, where some are coming in — others, 
going out ; while the assembly that is in it is 
cdnfused, and the most part know not where- 
fore they are come together.''^ Whether men 
however be wise or ignorant, idle or active, rich 
or poor, young or old, death is common to all. 
It is not to be bribed by riches, impeded by 
power, conquered by strength, por stayed by 
entreaties. All ranks fall before this destroyer. 

^•^•mm n iii» 11 ijiiii w I « 11. Ill «■ Ilia i» ^— .^— i ■ !■ ■■ n .i.ii 

♦ Rom. v. W. Heb. ix. 27. t Eccl i. 4, & viii. & 

t Boston. 
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Sometimes it is the harmless infat^t^ v(4io has 
no sooner entered the vale of tears than it is 
commanded to depart. Sometimes the youth, 
whose powers jYist began to open^ and iivhose 
appearance was the most promising^ is unex- 
pectedly removied. Sometimes the middle aged, 
in the midst of business^ and apparently in 
healthy are pierced by a sudden arrow from the 
bow of death. Nor are the rich and the great 
exempt. They too must die, like others. There 
is no royal path to the^ grave. There is not 
tone kind of death for the monarch, and another 
for the peasant. The crown cannot prolong life, 
nor the sceptre sway the last enemy — death. 
Here, too, the wise philosopher, as well as the 
Ignorant barbarian, must fall. The finest un- 
derstanding must.be darkened; the strongest 
powers fail ; and the most brilliant imagination 
•be clouded. — Nor shall the mighty conquerors 
of nations escape. Where are our Alexanders, 
and our Caesars, who have struck -terror through 
the whole world f And, whither are those tend- 
ing, who yet disturb mankind with the noise of 
the chariots of war, the clash of arms, and the 
groans of the dying ? Soon they must surrendel' 
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to the king of terrors^ and lie numbered among 
the alain. Neither lei the foeautiful nor the fidr 
pride themselves in external appearance. They 
too must lie down in the graven and thfir glory 
fade. The righteous also, however ile«rable 
their example, however exalted dieir piety, rnu^t 
go the way of all the earth. . The wicked^ too, 
must depart. However unwiUii^ dieyiuHSt 
obey ; however unprepared, they :mo8t go«-^ 
Their cries to stay cannot foe beard; iheir hopes 
of respite will be in vain.. The finally impem- 
tenl^ it is said> do not go down gently info the. 
^grave ; but they - ^^ are driven away in thdr 
wickedness : they are driven out of li§^ into 
darkness, and chased out of .the world/'* But 
diall not the benevolent, the zealous, the usefol 
be spared i An Enoch and an .£Itjah, indeed, 
reached the land of pure delight without passing 
the dark valley of deaCh; but no promise. is 
given to others of the like privilege. Yes; the. 
jnost useful must die. These we may consider 
as the goodliest flowers in the field : as the most 
valuable of all. But how often are they eut 



t . < 1, . ^«— ^m 
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down just as tliey begin to bud, or suddenly 
wither as they arrive to their full bloom ! What 
shall we say to the instance before us? Was 
not here a beautiful flower, with hues painted 
by Jhe rays of the Sun of righteousness ; and, 
unfolding its excellencies as the summer advan* 
ced, but, alas! suddenly swept away, to be seen 
no more. O God! mysterious is thy providence, 
but righteous art thou in all thy waysl 

Here, then^ is the end of all. *^ The^ass 
wiihereth, and the Aoyver fadeth;" but it is 
added, '' because the spirit of the Lord blow- 
etb upon it." Let us not consider it then as 
coming by chance. Whatever be the means, 
the place, or the time, let us remember, iti^ 
die Lord's doing. Besides it is necessar}^ tb 
die, as well as to live. There is another state 
of things^ as weU as the present^ and of far 
more importanee. There is a judgment to 
come ; and we must leave this world to appear 
before that solemn tribunal. There are dark 
providences which cannot be understood here: 
we must quit the present scene, thai we may 
be able to bear the explanation. There are 
' riches of glory, which our present capacities 
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cannot contain: we muat die before we sblJl 
be able to explore them. There are abodes of 
light, and mansions of absolute purity above ; 
but we must be dissolved, leave our imperfec-" 
tions here, and be endowed with gloiious bo- 
dies and celestial minds, to be fitted for the en-* 
jojment of them. To the righteous then, death 
is a friend. If the flower drop, it is thai it may 
be removed from the desert, to bloom for ever 
in the light and glory of the paradise of God. 

As it respects huniian life, the repetition *used 
in the text should teach us the earnestness with 
which the frailty of man should be stated, and 
the necessity there is of endeavouring to impress 
the subject on our own hearts. It is not said 
that the grass will fade^ but that it note does. 
We shall not only go, but we are all now going 
to one place* '' Our life i$ a ca*hdle, either 
blown out by the wind,, or soili bum9 out of 
itself." Death comes indeed very sudden t0 
some. Some go cheerfully to rest in the evett* 
ing, but are consumed before the morning light. 
Some venture into the river, without suspecting 
danger; but the waves cover them, and they are 
seen no more. Others set out on a journey. 
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for business or pleasure, but are throivn out oJF 
the yehicle> and carried back dead. Others, 
lyhile.conversing with a firiend^ in a moment aire 
seized with pain, heave a sigh, and fall lifeless 
to the ground. '' It is a strange folly then, that 
"Vice, who ar^ subject to such casualties, ^ould 
yet dream of dying no other way than by old 
?ge. Did we but seriously consider, by^ what 
^mall pins the frame of man is held together, it 
would appear no less a miracle to us, that 
we livie to the end of one day, or one hour.*'* 

But, supposing we are preserved from these 
painful circumstances, still let us remember, 
that we are dying while we live. Every step in 
life is a step tpws^rds the 0nd of it. Youth, 
health, vigour, prosperity may intercept our 
view of death, but it does not place us farther 
from it. Life is said to have wings. *' My 
days," said Job^ ** fly away, as an eagle that 
hasteth to the pr^y.'^f It is net by slow and 
deliberate paces that we are going ; it is not 
vnth an ordinary flight, but like the extraordi<> 
nary swiftness of the eagle after her prey. How 

■» ■ ■ ■■.■■■ , III I. ■ I I I I ■ I ,l,,l , p J „ l I, Ml 
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wonderful that it should so little affect us: es- 
pecially too^ when we see so many continually 
fidlii^ around ns ! '^ Who is there that sees 
die mukot die archer^ and beholds one arrow 
fly over his head, anodier l^t at his feet ; one 
glance over his right, anodier by his left hand, 
that will not at lengdi think of his dangar-— 
that, by the- very next, he also may be slain? 
Man is die mark at wluch deadi is continually 
diooting. Sometimes die arrow files over our 
heads, and slays some great person, our supe- 
rior. Sometimes it fights at our feet, when it 
kills a child, or servant, or those who are our 
inferiors. Sometimes it passes by our left hand, 
and kills an enemy, at whose death possibly we 
rejoice; and anon, it strSces the friend of our 
right hand. Though we see all diis, th^ij^ 
we see our friends and foes, of all stated and 
ages, drop down dead around us, yet are we as 
careless as if it did not concern us; whereaSf 
possibly, the Tery next arrow may strike us 
through the heart dead upon the place !"* 
But while the best and most iBerious linist con- 

I 1 ■ I M II M ,, • II 
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fcBS thek iimeiisibility to danger, bow should we 
pity the wicked ! Suddettideatb to a good mto 
is suddea glory ; but the wicked are neither 
happy IB the thought of death, nor atali pre-, 
pared for it* They have their portion in thb 
life. The b^uties of virtue, the excellencies c€ 
godliness) the glories of b^aven have no charms 
for them* They {Mrefier the indulgence of their 
appetites, the pleasures of the world, and the 
gratification of their passions to all the satis^c* 
tion which a goodr hope, a pure conscience, or 
right principles can afford. How dreadful must 
the prospect of death be to such men ! The 
very thought of leaving this world must fill 
them with horror. Hence, when one flattered 
another in the midst of hi& enjoyments, and 
asked lam, What he wanted more ? he said, 
'' Continuance.* But this is the very thing 
that cannot be granted. To how many does 
God say, '' This night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of diee ?'' O miserable man, then, who 
builds his happmess on what he cannot retain; 
who thinks about every thing but the right ob- 
ject ; who is always busy in gazing upon the 
bauUes of senpey and despises the pearl of 
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great pride ; who is assiduously gathering ima- 
ginary treasures, iivhidi at last wUl be of no 
more avail than pebbles oc straws, while he neg^ 
lects die one thing needful ! May such remem- 
ber, before it be too kte, that without repent- 
ance of their sin and £EUtfa in the Saviour, they 
cannot meet death with joy, nor ever be permit- 
ted to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Having now offered a few Beflections on 
Mortality, let us observe, 

IV. The consolation afforded tis under these 
affecting views. 

'* The grass witheretb, the flower &deth, but 
the 'word of our God shall stand for ever.'' And 
Peter adds, *' and this is the word which by the 
Gospel is preached unto you."* Let us not say 
then, that our condition is deplorable. ' He who 
is infinitely wise and holy, is also merciful and 
gracious, long suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth. ^^ As a father pitietfa'his chil- 
dren, so he pitieth us."+ He has written to us 
the great things of his law ; he has favoured t(s 
with the revelation of his will. Beholding us as 

• 1 Pet i. 26. t ^^ ciii. 15. 
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rational, yet sinful and dying creatures, he hath 
made known to us a system every way adapted 
to renovate our natures, illuminate our minds, 
relieve our miseries, and conduct us safe to a 
happier world. " In this was manifested the love 
of God towards us, because that God sent hijs 
oiily begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love ; not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins."* Here, 
then, amidst all the changes of time, and the 
awful ravages of death, we find a firm basis on 
which to builds Here we can behold God as our 
father, Christ as our mediator, and the divine 
Spirit as our comforter and guide. Here it is 
that we hear a voice, saying, " Son, daughter, 
be of good cheer, all thy sins are forgiven thee," 
Our attention is turned off from every thing here 
to centre alone in the chief good. Here we can 
approach the Almighty without trembling ; and, 
without presumption, hiunbly hope for his bene^ 
diction. Under the cross we can dwell without 
(ear, and with wonder and delight behold our 

I I ■ ■ I * n ■ ■ 
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giiilt rolled away for ever. Clothed with the 
nghteousness of ourRedeemer^and participatiog 
the influences of his grace, we can rejoice with a 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Yes, this, and 
this only is the support of man, iinder all the evils 
of life. This affords tranquillity within, while the 
tempest rages without. Welcome, then, all ye 
scenes of sorrow and trouble ! Welcome, all ye 
vicissitudes of life, and harbingers of death! 
Yea, welcome death itself, and an eternal world ! 
These shall not afiright'the renewed soul ; these 
shall not damp the liappiness of him who looks 
above, and aspires to glory and immortality. 
O how delightful, how suitable is the gospel of 
Christ ! What affliction does not this sweeten ; 
what loss does not this repair ; vvhat condition 
does not this make easy ; what gloom does not 
this dispel ! " Blessed are they that know the 
joyful sound : they shall walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance ; in thy name shall they 
rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall , 
ihey be exalted."* 

Outlet us observe here the striking contrast 



• Psa. Ixxxix. 15, 16. 



between this delightful system and aU .other 
things. The one is said to fadcy but the other 
shall stand for ever. We have already seen 
that every thing of a sublunary nature tends to 
decay : however excellent it may appear to our 
view, however valuable it may be considered in 
itself, or however desirous we may be of re- 
taining it — it is of no consequence ; mutability 
and dissolution are written upon all. But here 
is the Plant of Renown, that bears twelve man- 
ner of fruits ; and which shall never cease to 
yield in the paradise above. For ages already 
hath the Gospel shed its influence among the 
sons of men. The powers of darkness, indeed, 
have done all they could to destroy the leaves 
which are for the healing of the nations. The 
tree of life has been surrounded with enemies. 
There, the savage barbarian, the refined philo- 
sopher, the malignant demon, the proud pha- 
risee, the boasting infidel, and the wretched 
profligate, have all assembled for the purpose of 
its destruction. But how vain ! Who can ex- 
tinguish the sun ? who can blot out a world ? 
who can cause the heavens to depart as a scroU i 
who can grasp the ocean in his hand ? As well 

c 2 
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might feeble mortals attempt to do this, as en« 
deavom* to injure that which is more dear to 
God^ than all the jnaterial systems ever created 
by his all-powerful hand. " It endureth for 
ever." Yes; it shall still continue to make 
progress. What ! though enemies oppose, ig- 
norance and infidelity strive, and the powers of 
the world unite against it. What! though the 
means may seem sometinjes to be useless, and 
the faithful, promising servants of God be re« 
moved — ^yet it must prevail. All the laws of 
nature must be reverted ; the sun turned intp 
darkness, the moon into blood, and the star? 
drop from their spheres, sooner than the pur« 
poses of Jehovah shall be disannulled. The 
gospel must live, and finally triumph. All maa<- 
kind, of every age and nation, shall be raised, 
and assembled to attend the funeral of the world ; 
but none shall ever be called to witness the ex- 
tirpation of the gospel. It is, therefore, justly 
designated everlasting; for it shall endure to the 
end of time, become victorious over all nations, 
^ndits happy effects felt for ever in a better 
world. 

You, Christian, nmst shortly feci the stroke 
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of mortality. Heart and flesh must fail ; but 
in that solemn moment you will find, more than 
^ever, the suitability of this divine scheme. 
When not a single creature iu the world can be 
of any service to you, this shall not leave you 
comfortless, but remain your support to the last. 
Then, when closing your eyes on ail earthly 
scenes, when leaving your dearest relatives and 
friends, when the cold hand of the last enemy 
is upon you, you shall sing, " O death ! where 
is thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory ? 
Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ."* 

V. Lastlj/. Observe, that Loth Man's Mor^ 
tality and the Divine Clemency are to beprO" 
claimed; for the voice said, Cry. 

The ministers of the sanctuary are not to 
dwell in solitude-; they are not to live perpetually 
in the study, nor spend their time in silent medi- 
tation. They must come forth ; they must cry 
aloud, and spare not; they must lift up their 
voice, to warn men of their danger, and to pMnt 
them to the place of refuge. " I have set watch- 

♦ 1 Cor. XV, 66. 
c 3 
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men on thy walls, O Jerusalem^ which shall 
never hold their peace, day nor night : ye that 
make mention of the Lord, keep not silence."* 
Such is the divine command. Nor let it be con- 
sidered as a small privilege, to be reminded of 
our real condition, and to be favoured with the 
tidings of mercy. ** Butbow shall men call on 
him in whom they have iiot believed ? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard ? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher f and how shall tliey preach, except 
they be sent P As it is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of theni that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things !"t 
The ministration of the gospel iis therefore of 
the greatest importance. It is for this purpose 
the Almighty is pleased to raise up and qualify 
his servants, that they may be faithful monitors 
to the sons of men. Earnestly, zealously, con- 
stantly, must they declare the truth. They must 
be " instant in se^on; out of season, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doc- 
trine.":j: 

♦ Isa. btu. 6. t Rom* x. 14, 16. 1 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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Various may be the talents of the ambassadorjs 
of Christ, but their great object must be the 
same. When this is kept in view, we may 
expect the Divine blessing will render them 
successful ; for he hath said^ '' Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world."* 
Let us here recollect, however, that though 
the Almighty is pleased to honour men and not 
angels as the instruments of preaching the Gos- 
pel, yet they are but earthen vessels : they are 
flesh, and cannot abide for ever. Sometimes 
they are taken away at the very time when they 
appear to be the most promising and the most 
useful. Thus hath Divine Providence been pleas- 
ed to remove our dear young friend, of whom 
we shall now proceed to give some account. 

Mr. Thomas Spencer was born at Hertford, 
and received his religious impresions very early 
in life. Having a great desire to engage in the 
work of the ministry, he was placed under the 
care of the Rev. W. Hordle, of Harwich. Here 
he stayed for twelve months, and displayed evi- 
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dent marks of considerable taletit and piety. 
Before the age of sixteen he was admitted into 
Iloxton Academy.* Here, on account of his 



* The writer of this being on the committee when 
ho was ftdmittef.l, well remembers the impresion his 
exhibition made on the gentlemen present All seem- 
ed tilled with surprise, that, at so early an age, fa«^ 
tihould possess such clear views of truth, should be so 
well acquainted with Christian experience, and shonkl 
be capable of deliveriDg himself in so master^ a mai>» 
Dcr. It brought to mind (as was then stated) the 
early genius of a Henry, a Watts, a Doddridge, and 
an Kdwards — characters ever to be remembered with 
pleasure by the church of God. The following is a 
copy of his religious experience, which was read to the 
committee previous to his adttii«(uuu$ 

Harwich, Nw. 10, 1806. 
" It was my hapfuness to be born of parents, who 
maintain a regard for real piety and the fear of Grod ; 
by them 1 was, from my infancy, taught to read the 
(scriptures, together with other books of a serious nar 
ture. I think I may safely say, that from my child- 
hood I felt some more than common impressions on 
my mind, with respect to the existence and perfec- 
tions of God, the evil and awful consequences of sin, 
and the advantages of being religious ; but, alas! these 
impressions, though so frequentfy felt, had not that 
abiding influence which they have had on the minds 
of others, but were like * the morning cloud and the 
early dew which passeth away.' As I grew rather 
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youth, it wns thought proper that he should 
appear in public as little as possible at first. 

older, I began to "perceive some excellencies in reli- 
gion, and to enyy the happiness which 1 believed se- 
riens people enjoyed. I knew something of the form 
of religion and the doctrines of it, from having been 
taught catechisms, and lessons calculated to give youth- 
ful minds some ideas of the worship and coqduct which 
God requires. Yet, notwithstanding this, I gave too 
much (far too much) attention to the reading of no^ 
▼els and romances, tlie unhappy effect of which I la- 
ment to the present day. Many of these books I pro- 
cured of lads, without ihe knowledge of my father. I 
felt a degree of pleasure in hearing lively, animated 
sermons ; but I have reason to believe, thatthis'sprung 
from a desire tb please my friends, and give myself ati 
opportunity of imitating the preacher's voice and 
gesture. I also composed little pieces of poetry 
on sacred subjects, which { have since destroyed, be- 
cause I then knew nothing of experimental, vitat 
godliness, and of course was only mocking God in 
them ; but I did not give up making verses. All this 
while I was totally ignorant of that divine principle ef 
grace in the htaxi, without which, I am sensible, 
nothing we can do is acceptable to God. I knew 
nothing of the Holy Spirit's work in eonvincing me 
of sin, and leading me to Jesus Christ as my Saviour. 
I knew nothing of communion with God and with his 
Son. I hope some of the sermons of Mr. Ebeneser 
White, of Hertford, were not altogether useless to me, 
as well as some which I heard at Lady Huntingdon's 
chapel there ; but from my conduct at that time, in 

C 6 
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Supplies however being wanted, Mr. S. was 
sent occasionally to preach. His popularity soon 



tarious particulars, I cannot say that I had expeii- 
enoed what was meant by being bom again. If you 
ask me firom what time I date my conversion to God, 
I must say, that the exact time I cannot teU ; but I 
think I may also say, that the Lord drew me gradu- 
ally to himself, and by degrees I loved devotional ex- 
ercises more and more; and I hope that I have, 
within these four years, experienced many refreshing 
seasons. How I wish to have my evidences bright- 
ened, as it respects personal interest in the Lord 
Jesus Christ I desire to cast my all upon him, and 
wait his will concerning me. However short my ex- 
perience in the divine life has been, can I not appeal 
to God, and say, ' Lord thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee.' " 



'^ I hope that my reasons for wishing to be a labourer 
in the Lord's vineyard are sincere, and that they do 
not spring from any improper motives. I£ I should be 
called into it,, I pray that I may be kept faithful, and 
never shun to declare the whole counsel of God. As 
I know something of the excellency of the ways of 
wisdom, I am anxious that my fellow mortals may be 
partakers of the same grace, and that they may be 
brought to know God, and experience the riches of 
dhrine love and mercy in Christ Jesus .* and if God 
shpuld so honour me, as to make me an instrument 
in his hand^ of doing them real good; how hi^PPy 
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began to appear^ and the requests for Mr. Spen- 
cer's labours were so numerous, that it was with 
difficulty that they could be granted. The sweet- 
ness of his tone, the evangelical strain of his 
discourses, his accurate and appropriate quo^ 
tations from scripture, his peculiar eqergy^ 
his youthful appearance, his admirable gift of 
prayer — all tended to render him popular. Hav- 
ing compkted his studies at Hoxton, many 
destitute congregations were looking with 



should I be; how willing to endure hardships for 
Jesus's sake. As I trust God has given me a desire 
to act for his glory, and I know that he is ^orified In 
the salvation of sinners, I am- wi^ing, if he should 
call me to the work-^I am willing, I say, to engage 
in it I am aware, that it is an arduous and a difficult 
work,^yet from these principles I would fain be ^ 
faithftil minister of .lesus Christ. I would follow the 
leadings of divine providence. By the good hand 
of my God upon me, I am brought hitherto ; and 
although some circumstances are against me, ye^ 
* where he appoints, Fll go and dwelL' I am not 
quite sixteen years old ; yet, young as I am, I have 
committed many sins, and experienced many mercies. 
Now, unto him that is able to keep me from falling* 
and to present me before the presence of his glory 
vnth exceeding joy, be gloiy and majesty, ^dominion 
and power, fi:>r ever and ever. AmtnP 



\ 
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ivishful eye towards him, nor was there a 
little exertion among them who should suo 
ceed in obtaining him. As his talents how- 
ever were acceptable, it was thought that 
a large sphere of usefulness would be de^ 
sirable. Accordingly, he accepted a call to 
Liverpool, and commenced his stated ministry 
on the first Sabbath in February last.* Here 
attracting vast multitudes of people, a larger 
place was thought necessary. On the 17th of 
April he laid the foundation-stone of a new 
chapef^ to be ninety-six feet in length, and 
sixty-six feet in breadth. On this occasion he 
nvrote to a friend in London as fellows : ^ Yes- 
terday I laid the foundation-stone of my new 
chapeL-; g^ve an address oa the spot ; and 
decbotited the place to God in solenm prayer. 

'Tfa^ auditory consisted of not less than five 

} " ■ 1. 
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>.-; * Bcf<ire he left the Academy he delivered a pavtip^ 

.fftddresH^ki the presence of his fellow students, founded 

.on these remarkable words ofthe apostle Paul, ''None 

. of these tMnj^s nkave mc^neither count I my life dear 

Unto inyseli^ so that I mij^ht finish my course with 

joy^ and the ministry which I have received of the 

liord Jesus, toi testify tj[ie gospel of the grace of God,'^ 

Act9 XX, 24. 
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thousand people^ who were all fixed .in their 
attention. May I on that ground often find a 
solace for my care in the public worship of 
God ! May he bless the undertaking ! May his 
eyes and his heart be there perpetually V^ 

In a letter to Mr. Wilson^ dated June 4, he 
thus expresses himself : 

" The walls of Zion are to be built in trouble- 
some times, for such they are to me ; yetl would 
submissively commit my case to God: he may 
ordain, that the benefit of his church, and the 
good of others, shall be promoted by the ills I 
endure. You know poor White of Chester 
has received the end of his faith, the salvation 
of his soul. I delivered the funeral oration 
over his grave. We are all dying creatures, 
hastening to the world of immortality. 1 think 
that, lately, the world has appeared. to me in its 
true light : it passeth away. May we by every 
dispensation of Providence be rendered morf$ 
meet for the inheritance of the saints ! May 
we be clothed upon with our house which is 
in heaven !" 

On the 27th of June be was ordained. Mr. 
Hordle, who gave the charge, made the foUow* 
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log remarkable observations: '' You^ my dear 
young brother, must die, and stand at the bar 
of God. Your ordination service may be a 
prelude to your funeral service; for vi^hat is 
man ? Man is but of yesterday ; and his days 
are as a shadow. How often have we seen the 
sun go down while it is yet day ! While the 
church has been pleasing itself with the prospect 
of enjoying the pious, fervent laboivs of an en- 
deared minister for years, has an unexpected 
stroke separated them for ever! Moiu'ning 
survivors, wondering, have said, " Verily, thou 
art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel^ 
the Saviour !" 

And truly how mysterious are the ways of 
Providence. His time on earth was indeed to 
le short. On the sabbath preceding his death, 
he preached in the morning from those words, 
Jeremiah xxxi. 3, *' I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love ; therefore, with loving*kindness 
have I drawn thee." He afterwards adminis- 
tered the Lord's Supper, in a manner remark- 
ably edifying and impressive^ In the evening, 
he took for his text the words of our IjOtA, as 
lecofded Luke x. 42, *^ But one thing is need* 



39 

ful; and Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her.'* 

On Monday morning, ** It appears that Mr. 
Spencer left his residence in the Park, in good 
health, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon 
(August 5), and walked down to the beach, 
where he met with a gentleman of the name of 
Brookfield, who had been bathing, and was then 
dressing, Math whom he entered into conversa- 
tion, and asked if the place was a good one for 
bathing. On being answered in the affirmative, 
Mr. S. began to undress. When he walked 
into the water, he was met by a person of the 
name of Potter, one of the workmen of the Her- 
culaneum pottery, who directed him in what 
manner he should come into the water, but had 
no knowledge of him. Mr. Spencer observed 
it was very cold ; when Potter said, he would 
feel warmer when he had been in awhile. When 
Mr. Spencer was about breast-high, he plunged 
over head, and then made an attempt to swim 
in a parallel line with the shore ; and, after he 
had gone about two. yards in this direction, he 
recovered his feet, and again said, ^^ Oh ! it is 
very cold !" Soon after this, by the strength of 
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an eddy current^ produced by a projecting roclc, 
he was swept out of his depth. Potter him- 
self, who is an expert swimmer, found himself 
floating in the same direction^ and with some 
difficulty recovered the shore^ when he looked 
about for Mr. Spencer^ and saw the top of his 
head floating above the surface of the water. 
Potter knew not whether he was amusing him- 
self or drowniiig. He, however, cried out to 
him; but, receiving no answer, immediately 
plunged in again, and swam to the rock to ren- 
der him assistance, which he found impossible, 
Mr. Spencer having then siink in seven feet 
water ; and Potter with some trouble got up 
the side of the rock, and communicated the in- 
telligence to Mr. Smitli, the resident-agent of 
the potteries, who immediately ordered out two 
boats, which were directly manned and brought 
to the spot, where every exertion was used by 
Potter, as well as by those in the boats, to find 
the body. At length, they succeeded in draw- 
ing it up, after it had been in the water about 
fifty minutes. It was instantly conveyed to the 
shore^ where, by tlie judicious arrangements of 
Mr. Smith, there were several physicians and 
surgeons in attendance, who used every possible 
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method that could be devised to restore anima- 
tion, but without effect."* 

Such was the melancholy end of this excel- 
lent young minister, at the age of twenty years 
and a half. Lovely youth ! little didst thou ' 
think, the day before, when expatiating on the 
glories of heaven, that thou shouldst so soon be 
there ! Little didst thou think, that thine im- 
mortal spirit should take its flight from the briny - 
deep to the celestial world I Little didst thou 
think, that^ in a few days, the dear object of thy 
affections should have to weep, in the anguish 
of her soul, in hearing the melancholy tidings 
of thy death ! Ah ! and little did we imagine, 
that on thy tomb this inscription shguld be 
written — " Here are the remains of one who 
bid fair to be eminent and useful in the church, 
but who was suddenly swallowed up by the 
mighty waves!'' Well, " it is the Lord; let 
him do what seemeth him good. He gave, and 
he hath taken away : blessed be the name of 
the .Lord."t 

♦ Liverpool Payer, 
t '* On Tuesday, Augast tlie 13th, amidst an im- 
mense concourse of people, the remains of Mr. Spencer 
were conveyed from the Park to Newingtou Chapel 
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Learn here tlie sovereignty of God. Here 
. was a young man highly esteemed. " Of man- 

'for interment. The scene was solemn and impres- 
sive, and the numbers which came to pay this last 
aad tribute of respect to his memor}', shewed how 
deep an interest the public had felt in his character 
and melancholy death. In the order of procession, 
first walked the gentlemen of the fiteulty, and imme- 
diately before the corpse a nuikiber of dissenting mi« 
nisters, four abreast Then came the body, carried 
on a bier; the pall supported l»y ten ministers, five on 
each side. The mourners followed, and the preces- 
sion was closed by the friends of the decea;|ed, to the 
number of one hundred tilid fifty, in tvhite hatbands 
and gloves, six abreast All the streets through which 
the procession passed were crowded to^excess; so 
were also the windows and balconies of the houses. 
The greatest decorum was however observed, and a 
seriousness, according with the occasion, was mani- 
fested by all. The body was taken into the chapel, 
where Mr. Charrier, minister of Bethesda Chapel, read 
part of the 15th chapter of tHe 1st Epistle to the Co- 
rintliians, and the 4th and dth chapters of the 1st of 
Thessalonians, and afterwards prayed extempore. A t 
the grave an eloquent and impressive oration was de- 
livered by Mr. Fletcher, of Blackburn, and the ser- 
vice was concluded by a prayer from Mr. Lister, of 
Lime-street chapel." 

This melancholy event was improved by the Rev. 
William Roby, at Liverpool ; and by the Rev. Henry 
Foster Burder, at Hoxton Chapel. This place of 
worship,' though spacious, could not contam the mul- 
thndoB ^at came together. The writer of this, there- 
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ners most amiable, conciliating^ and engaging. 
As a preacher, his talents were held in a degree 
of estimation, and possessed an extent of influ- 
ence, which have seldom been equalled in the 
annals of pulpit-eloquence. Perhaps it scarcely 
ever before fell to the lot of any individual, at 
so early an age, to have diffused religious im- 
pression through so extensive a circle of hear- 
ers.'^ He was just about to enter into the con- 
nubial state with an amiable young lady of 
pious and respectable connexions. The churcl) 
was looking forward with delightful prospects 
of bis success; and . thousands were ready to 
say, *' This is the man whom God delighteth to 
honour." But, ah! God's thoughts are not as 
our thoughts ; nor his ways, as our ways* " Be- 
hold, he taketh away ; who can hinder him ? 
w ho will say unto him. What doest thou i" 

2, Learn God's power and independency. 
He can carry on his cause without us. Paul is 
no more; WicklifTe is no more; Luther is no 
more; — but his gospel survives! His cause 

fore, at the request of several present, addressed a 
lar^e congregation in the adjoining garden. Several 
other sermons were delivered to crowded auditories 
in various places. 
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flourishes I The patriarchs, the prophets, the 
apostles, the reformers^^where are (bey ? they 
haipe finished their work, and are gone to rest. 
But the truth died not with them ; the glory is 
not departed. Other histruments have suc- 
ceeded. The ark is not lost; the word of the 
Lord has free course, and will finally triumph 
over all. Let us not, then, despair. He who 
raised up our young friend, and made him use- 
ful for a season,'*^ can easily supply his place. 



* Mr. Koby observes, that bis ministry was attend- 
ed with the happiest effects on the hearts and in the 
conduct of numerous individuals. Many have given 
pleasing evidences of being seals to bis ministry. At 
the very period of his death, he was intentionally 
girding himself for renewed exertions. He had pre- 
pared bis pen and folded his paper for the purpose of 
composing a sermon, which he bad engaged to preaeh 
fur the benefit of the London Religious Tract Society; 
and went to bathe in the river, expressly for the pur- 
pose of fitting himself the better for his service, having 
previously found that bathing answered the end of 
invigorating bis mind for study. 

On the preceding day, which happened to be the 
communion-sabbath, he was ]>eculiarly animated and 
affecting. In conversation, and in family-devotion 
that evening, he was remarkably spiritual, and men- 
tioned the extraordinary degree of vigour which he 
had that day enjoyed in his public services. .A iriend 
having hinted that he seemed to be very happy whilst 
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Besides, he is taken away from the evil to come* 
Popularity might have become a snare, or soma 
evil might have befallen him. Let us be satis- 
fied that he has done his yrorky though at an 
early period. Infinite Wisdom saw fit to trans- 
plant this flower to a happier soil ; and, who 
can tell? his very death may prove the conver- 
sion of many ! We must submit. He doth all 
things well. 

3. Learn the uncertainty of every thing here^ 
Ah! littfe did his mother think, when he hung 
upon her breast, or when she dandled him on 
her knee, that this would be his melancholy end. 
And how little do we know of futurity ? Let 
us not then " boast of to-morrow, for we can- 
engaged in y.rayer at the Lord's supper, he replied, 
" O, yesi 1 thought I could have prayed, and prayed, 
and mounted up to heaven!" On the following 
nioruiug, the last that he was to beliold here below, 
he thus addressed a young female friend, who had 
just been admitted into the church. — ** Have much 
communion with >our own heart ; be much in private 
devotion ; walk closely with God !" He then pro- 
ceeded to the river, and was heard singing an h}mn 
while putting off his clothes. Such was the holy dis- 
position of his sonl when death was insensibly ap- 
])roaching ! 

See 3Ir, Rohy's Funend Discourse for Mr. Spencer. 
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not tell what a day may bring forth."* Let us 
asky if death should suddenly meet 2/5^ are we 
ready to die? Do Ave know that it is dangerous 
to procrastinate ? Do we consider '* that there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge -in the 
grave, whither we are going.**-}- 

O let us seek the favour of him, then, who 
alone can forgive our sins, and whose Spirit can 
prepare us for the world above : then, should 
our departure be sudden, it will all be well ; we 
shall have an abundant entrance into die ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Let us anticipate a better world ; let 
us rejoice in the hope of glory. Yes, Spencer ! 
we hope to see thee again, and thy spiritual chil- 
dren too, whom God hath graciously given thee. 
There we hope to join thee in celebrating the 
praises of the Most High ; there, beyond the 
reach of danger, we shall mingle our joys for 
ever; there we shall go no more out; there, the 
* waves of trouble shall never beat upon us again, 
for there, it is said, " shall be no more sea,":|: 

- ■ ■■ ■ ... 1 1. * . n 

♦ EccL ix. 10. t Prov. xxvii. 1, .J Rev. xxi. 1. 

THE END. 
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